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Adani Green denies bribery and U.S. FCPA
violation charges; stocks recover sharply

GS Paper Il: Developed
Norld

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Adani Green Energy chair-
man Gautam Adani and
other employees have not
been charged for bribery
or any violations of the U.S.
Foreign Corrupt Practices
Act (FCPA), the company
said on Wednesday, in its
first counter to the U.S.
court indictment and the
civil charges pressed by the
American market regula-
tor that became public on
November 21.

It also told the stock ex-
change that the indictment
would not have any finan-
cial implications for the
company as it does not
quantify any penalty. Ada-
ni Group stocks subse-
quently recovered ground
in Wednesday’s trading.

Roughing it out
All Adani Group stocks regained
some graund an Wednesday,
the first such groupwide
performance since the
Novermber 21 revelation of a

U.S. Courtindictment, as Adani
Green Energy Ltd. implicated in
the case files first response to
stock exchanges

2 Stock moves NIFTY 50
ompan
pany Tuesday | Wednesday ;;‘DE"CS: ?Gves

Adani Enterprises -4.78% 11.56% -0.11%
Adani Ports & SEZ -3.23% 5.90%

Wednesday
Adani Power -2.04% 20% 0.33%
Adani Energy Solutions -3.79% 10%
Adani Total Gas -3.50% 19.99% :::s“
Adani Green Energy -7.05% 10%

— Tuesday
Adani Wilmar -2.44% 8.30% Stock moves
Ambuja Cements -2.30% 4.51% -0.13%
ACC -1.26% 4.05% Wednesday
NDTV -1.10% 9.26% 0.299%

SOURCE: NSE

The U.S. court indict-
ment does, in fact, include
the charge of conspiracy to
violate the FCPA and out-
lines details of the bribery
scheme, where Mr. Adani
and his fellow Adani Green
Energy Ltd. (AGEL) direc-
tors Sagar R. Adani, Vneet
S. Jaain, and Ranjit Gupta

have been named in a plan
to bribe government offi-
cials to secure lucrative so-
lar power contracts.

In an early morning
stock exchange filing,
AGEL said that it was incor-
rect to say that its directors
had been charged with
FCPA violations. “Mr. Gau-

tam Adani, Mr. Sagar Adani
and Mr. Vneet Jaain have
not been charged with any
violation of the FCPA in the
counts set forth in the in-
dictment of the U.S. DQJ
[Department of Justice] or
civil complaint of the U.S.
SEC [Securities Exchange
Commission]. These direc-

tors have been charged o
three counts in the crim
nal indictment namely (
alleged securities frau
conspiracy, (i) alleged wi1
fraud conspiracy, and (ii
alleged securities fraud
the company said.

The group’s stock
which had taken a han
mering since last Thursds
and were beaten dow
across the board on Tue
day, recovered sharply fo
lowing this filing. AGE
saw the first uptick sinc
the indictment came t
light, rising 10% after hi
ting a fresh 52-week low i
the previous tradin
session.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 13

Adani Green denies bribery and U.S. FCPA violation
charges; stocks recover sharply

e M o NegqaEdy 3t AR vedidiv seaeaa &
IRGT ¥ STFR FAT T s F 3N

e Adani Green Energy chairman Gautam Adani and other employees have not been
charged for bribery or any violations of the U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act
(FCPA), the company said on Wednesday.

37STAT WeT ToToll & TRIRAS AT e 3R 3T FAaRAT W Rega@ ar AR
Aeelt ssemr NFyH FAFAIH (FCPA) & Sod®ed o 3R oIgl 9T T §, HYaT

o AR T gl
e The company also stated that the indictment would not have any financial
implications as it does not quantify any penalty.
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suell o Tg o her T srfarater s s R germa =gt g w2t sEe fonelr SpAET
F 3eoid oTel gl

Adani Group stocks recovered sharply in Wednesday’s trading following the
announcement.

gﬁw%mgﬁn%wﬁmw?ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁl

The U.S. court indictment does include the charge of conspiracy to violate the FCPA,
alleging involvement in a bribery scheme to secure lucrative solar power contracts.

IARET 3ererd & AT F veddie F sedaus Hr giforer 31K amies v Far

3 TSl A o forw Read Fisrar &1 3T enfae &

Gautam Adani, along with AGEL directors Sagar R. Adani, Vneet S. Jaain, and Ranjit
Gupta, has been named in the case.

TMaa 3wl R TS & fAgerh ¥R AR, 3TN, aeila Td. e, 3 Wfa ear
T AHS H ATHSIG fHaT I=T B

In a stock exchange filing, AGEL clarified that its directors have not been charged with
FCPA violations.

U TP TFHUS PISfadl & TolisUo o Tose fFar fF 3a% At av vwedie
3eotsl &1 IRIT Ig1 oIaT I gl
The directors have been charged with:
fadee ¥ Arfaf@d 3R e v §:
o (i) Alleged securities fraud conspiracy
(i) AT gfersyfer aramersY St qforer
o (ii) Alleged wire fraud conspiracy
(i) FAT IR arErerdr v wrforer
o (iii) Alleged securities fraud
(iii) AT fsgfar eamerst
The group's stocks, which had declined sharply since last Thursday, rose by 10% after
the filing.
THE & AR, S o TEarR @ doif § R &, wrefelr & a1 10% ¢ 0|

AGEL stocks hit a 52-week low in the previous trading session but saw their first uptick
on Wednesday.

THETS F AW A o ST 7 A 52 Foa® FT fA=aar FaT @3 o, st FUar &1
Ugell §R ded odl TS|

Surge in Adani Total Gas and Adani Power Stocks

et e AT IR e TR F TEEw # 3o
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Adani Total Gas and Adani Power surged 20% on the National Stock Exchange after
news that TotalEnergies has decided to freeze fresh investments into the group.

et Sed 3T R e TR A AAT T ld TFEAST W 20% HT AT G HI, T TG
@ 375 & TotalEnergies & g # 5 fAder A3t & O &2m g
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Financial Impact of Indictment on AGEL

AGEL ¥ #fRaer &1 (g va

In a detailed submission under India’s stock market listing regulations, AGEL stated
that the indictment of directors is not expected to have financial implications as it does
not specify the quantum of any fine or penalty.

ART & ¥erd Arde fafddr Rfaaat & qea v fawga weqia &, AGEL & g1 f
fAderet & i @1 F1S e yema AT g A Foraer § Fife sHe R A
ar &2 AT AfEse 76 2

SEC Civil Complaint in the U.S.
3AR®T # SEC &1 dar= RNFa AmFer

U.S. SEC’s civil complaint in the Eastern District of New York accuses Gautam
Adani and Sagar Adani of violating certain sections of the Securities Act of 1933 and
1934 and aiding and abetting AGEL in the violation of these laws.

3AR&T & SEC it Qe R, $¥eat Bfeae 3w g3 A, sitasr e 3k
AR ST 0¥ 1933 3R 1934 F RTINS voe & Fo TG A1 Seoited el 3R
AGEL 1 3T HIfall & 3ocitle] H HGG el I AR 3T Bl

The complaint prays for civil monetary penalties but does not quantify the amount.

Risraa # areie #ifgF gg &t AT @ g §, dfh IR Afse 787 g1

Details of the Indictment

FfAART F1 Faor
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As per the U.S. Department of Justice indictment, the alleged bribery scheme was
systematically piloted across jurisdictions using “Bribery Notes”, code words,
PowerPoint slides, and Excel analyses for payment options.

IANET & A Femr & J{AT & 37ER, FRAT gEE@d A AT a4t 7
gafedd &7 & @] fohar ara, forad “smgedl Alcw”, FE Wueg, Uravuige FegEd, 3R
AT fahoul & foIT worder faRawor &1 39T foham arm|

Co-conspirators used code names like “Mr. A”, “Numero Uno”, and “the big man” for
Gautam Adani, while Mr. Jaain was referred to as “V”, “snake”, and “Numero Uno
minus one”.

gg-arforererarstt & ataw s & T “Mr. A”, “Numero Uno”, 3R “the big man”
S FI AAET FT 3gAeT R, i AT dq Fr “v?, “gm”, 3R “Numero Uno

minus one” hgl J1ATI

Allegedly, ¥2,029 crore ($265 million) of bribes were promised to Indian government
officials, of which ¥1,750 crore was offered to AP’s “Foreign Official #1”.

FAT FT T, T2,029 FUT ($265 AforTeT) F Regd IRAT TWHRT 3fOmRAT Fr e
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T arer fhar aram om, fSgs & 1,750 U8 vt F "fAgelt ey #1" #r 2 1
YEdTa ATl

Moody’s Downgrade and Charges
Ao it War # frrae 3k 3mw

e Rating agency Moody’s downgraded the outlook on several Adani Group firms to
negative after listing the charges against AGEL and its promoters.

T woieh 7A o eTlr FHE A F3 Fufaal 1 TfSChIvT S AFRIcHS TR e,
T AGEL 3R 3de TR & ol 3RIT FEieey fhu av]

e The charges include:

IRGT 7 enfAer §:

o Bribery of Indian government officials.

AT TR fAFRET & Readl

o Securities and wire fraud.

RFaRAT 3t arr grEmE
o Conspiracy to violate the U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.

IANST & (el ase 3r=Ror IMRAIT F1 Ieaaa FF H Ao

o False statements in AGEL’s annual reports.
AGEL # aifis Raié & area@ a9

o False statements to the U.S. government during investigations.

S & gRe AR TWHR #T 7S

Aid needed to meet the costs =
of controlling plastics: India

[GS Paper 1lI: Environment

Jacob Koshy
BUSAN

Developing countries will
comply with “control mea-
sures” on plastic only if
they are compensated for
the cost they entail, India
said in a proposal at the
Global Plastics Treaty ne-
gotiations on Wednesday.
This is India’s first substan-
tive move during the talks
being held in the South Ko-
rean city of Busan.
Echoing a principle
from climate change nego-
tiations, India has empha-
sised that there must be a
transfer of technologies
from developed to deve-
loping nations that must

respect “national circum-
stances”.

Exactly what these ‘con-
trol measures’ and ‘costs’
are has not been specified
yet. They are among a
plethora of crucial unde-
fined terms; in fact, there is
still no agreed definition
for the word “plastic’ as far
as the treaty is concerned.

‘Create multilateral fund’
These and many other con-
cepts are at the heart of the
talks, involving around 170
countries. Officially called
the fifth Intergovernmental
Negotiations Committee,
which is administered by
the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme, the

Website: patrioticias.in
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talks are scheduled to con-
clude on December 1.
India has proposed that
anew dedicated multilater-
al fund be created with
contributions to be “addi-
tional and distinct” from
other financial transfers.
This fund would be go-
verned by a duly constitut-
ed subsidiary body that will
also facilitate “...transfer of
technology from deve-
loped countries to develop-
ing countries, for achieving
a just transition towards
sustainable production and
consumption of plastics, in
accordance with national
circumstances under the fi-
nancial mechanism,” In-
dia’s submission added.

Aid Needed to Meet
the Costs of
Controlling Plastics:
India

coTfEesd W Agaor &y

o Developing countries will comply
with “control measures” on plastic
only if compensated for the costs
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involved, according to India's proposal at the Global Plastics Treaty negotiations on
Wednesday.

fwrerefter der shaer @8t " fAg=or U d1 Ao T, ST I FHA ST NI &
T H3aeT e STwaT| Tg HRA T JUAR HT TG CATReFH WY a1t H v
a7

e This was India’s first substantive move during the talks held in Busan, South Korea.

Ig AN 1 SIRIT FINAT & FAW & IANAT arcdt & SR Ggelr 3 FeH Tl

e India has emphasised that there must be a transfer of technologies from developed to
developing nations, respecting “national circumstances”, echoing a principle from
climate change negotiations.

ARA o IR T & o fowfaa e & faeraehar aif ot wemfirhr geararor ger
aiieT 3R Ig b aRkfFufaal &1 g S g, S seary aRade arar s
Rcuid @ A« @rar g

e The specific “control measures” and “costs” have not yet been defined. Additionally,
there is still no agreed definition for the word “plastic” in the treaty.

"faEor Iy 3R AR & 3 g aRena a8 fRar = 81 9% 3reman, Ifer
# "oofeed” eg Y g W 33 Ay FAET S B

‘Create Multilateral Fund’

‘a'gqmaﬂwmﬁﬂﬁwaﬁ’

e Talks involve around 170 countries and are officially referred to as the fifth
Intergovernmental Negotiations Committee, administered by the United Nations
Environment Programme. These talks will conclude on December 1.

Ig Tl ITHAT 170 &Y T A Xl § 3R 38 OFIRe ®T § giwdl HaR-
TIHY arat AfAfS Sgr S §, S WgFd Aeg GATGROT FIRFH GaRT FATold &1 ITg
ardt 1 e 1 gATeT {1l

e India has proposed a new dedicated multilateral fund with contributions being
“additional and distinct” from other financial transfers.

Wﬁwmwﬁaagqmmamﬁwmﬁm%‘,mﬁm"aﬁﬁﬁ
3k Rfse g =@feu)

e This fund would be governed by a duly constituted subsidiary body to facilitate the
transfer of technology for sustainable plastic production and consumption, adhering to
national circumstances under the financial mechanism.

T5 H1Y 3T T ¥ ST weew FFr qarn d@=nford g, S steaifarhr gxaravor s
oA Fereer, Wi ARkt & 3w foas confted e 3R @ gaRea
FH|

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
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It was established on 5 June 1972 during the United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment held in Stockholm, Sweden.

Ig 5 ST 1972 1 TelaglA, TS H AN AT GTeaRor W EGFd T
FASA & SR TG fRar ar=ar 7|

Headquarters: Nairobi, Kenya.

AT w0, S|

UNEP works to encourage sustainable development, environmental conservation, and
the promotion of international environmental treaties.

UNEP &dd faera, 9aTaRor TRET0T 3R RIS gaTaror afial s Serdr &of &l
FT AT gl

Functions of UNEP

Global Monitoring and Assessment: UNEP monitors global environmental
conditions through initiatives like the Global Environment Outlook (GEO).

dfRge IR 3R FHearhe: UNEP diRaes gafaroiy Eufaal & fHarme "Tellee

TAAIIRAHE 33" (GEO) SIET Ugell & HATEIA & &l gl
Policy Guidance: It helps countries formulate environmental policies, laws, and
treaties.

A Arfeete: ag et & waiaRoli Afaar, s 3R G s = 7 ggrar war
gl

Awareness Campaigns: UNEP leads global campaigns like World Environment Day
on 5th June and Beat Plastic Pollution.

STTEehell 3TTAAT: UNEP {2 92ieror feaq 3R collifes YgNoT Ted el S
3R AT & Adea FAT B

Environmental Research: It undertakes research on climate change, biodiversity,
and sustainable energy.

UATERONYG 3HUT: T§ STdryg TRdcied, Sig fafaedr AR Fad ST @ 3egasn=
LT Bl

Key Programmes and Initiatives

UNEP Finance Initiative (UNEP FI): Engages the financial sector in sustainable
development practices.

UNEP faa 9gel (UNEP FI): facfir &1 &l add fasra gamsit & eanfAe &&ar g
Montreal Protocol (1987): UNEP was instrumental in formulating this protocol to
protect the ozone layer.

Alfecdel JIetiel (1987): UNEP o 35l W &7 & & foIv 38 WIcihlel I sellel
F AgcaquT HfFH eS|

Emissions Gap Report: Tracks countries' progress in reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.
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3ol AR RUE: WTe3T 3 3o F FF R & &20f FHr Jarfa W JAo)
@dr gl

Important Concepts

Sustainable Development: UNEP emphasizes development that meets present
needs without compromising future generations.

T fdM: UNEP 38 fdemd W SR &l § St acdATeT sl 3TaRIhdisi Q1T
T § 3R wfgsy Fr dfeat & fov gawe ST @ B

Ecosystem-based Approach: It promotes nature-based solutions for global
challenges.

aIRfEfae & 3meria efSeenion: Ig dfRges golfaat & fau gehfa-3mnia
AT T Ferar ol &l

Recent Updates

COP28 (2023): UNEP highlighted the need for more ambitious global efforts to tackle
climate change.

COP28 (2023): UNEP & Sfefarg qRdade & fAdes & forw 3ifteh @gcarenielr diRas

gaTEr hr ITIISHdT UL YhIA SToT|

Plastic Treaty Negotiations: UNEP has been driving international negotiations for a
legally binding treaty on plastic pollution.

Cellieesh HTEr aTcdl: UNEP Tollffesh JeNUT TR &iefell §9 & STEgshl e & fovw
IRISERT ardT Tl T ¢

India’s Contribution: India has been a key participant in UNEP initiatives like the
International Solar Alliance and Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment).

R FT JWTET: HRA UNEP &Y 3IcRTSE aly arsaea 3R fAee LiIFE Siet ggalt
# 9AG APNCR & ol
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Around two lakh child marriages were
prevented in a year, says WCD Ministry

IGS Paper I: Society

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Child marriages in India
halved from 47.4% to 23.3%
in 2019-21 since the intro-
duction of the Prevention
of Child Marriage Act in
2006, said Union Women
and Child Development
Minister Annapurna Devi
here on Wednesday.

The  Minister said
around two lakh child mar-
riages were prevented in
the past one year, even as
one in five girls in India is
married before reaching
the legal age of 18.

Recent reports by the
United Nations note that,
globally, the most signifi-

cant decline in child mar-
riage rates have been ob-
served in South Asian
countries, India being a sig-
nificant contributor, Ms.
Devi said in her address
while launching the Bal Vi-
vah Mukt Bharat Abhiyan
(child marriage-free India
campaign) here. However,
despite the progress, there
was no room for compla-
cency, she said.

Focus on 7 States

The ‘Bal Vivah Mukt Bha-
rat’ campaign will focus on
the seven States with high
burden of child marriages
— West Bengal, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Rajasthan,
Tripura, Assam, and And-

hra Pradesh — and nearly
300 high-burden districts
where child marriage rates
are high compared with
the national average.

The campaign will call
on every State and Union
Territory to devise an ac-
tion plan aimed at reduc-
ing the child marriage rates
below 5% by 2029.

A key feature of the
campaign is the launch of
the ‘Child Marriage Free
Bharat’ portal, meant to
raijse awareness, report
cases, and monitor
progress.

“Guided by the past ex-
periences of BBBP [‘Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao (Save
daughter, educate daught-

er)’ Programme] and the
recent judgment of the
Hom’ble Supreme Court,
the ‘Bal Vivah Mukt Bharat’
campaign aims to bring all
stakeholders together to
spread awareness up to the
grassroots and bring attitu-
dinal change towards end-
ing child marriage,” Ms.
Devi said.

The Union Minister ad-
ded that apart from laws,
“we must also focus on
raising awareness because
legislation alone cannot
eradicate this issue”.

We cannot stop until In-
dia is completely free of
child marriages, she ad-
ded, calling for active parti-
cipation from citizens.

Around two lakh childimarriages were prevented in a
year, says WCD Ministry

SeeqHIS HATAT FT Fgal ¢ & Uh AT A ST QY
@ a7 faare V& TC

e Child marriages in India halved from 47.4% to 23.3% in 2019-21 since the introduction
of the Prevention of Child Marriage Act in 2006, said Union Women and Child
Development Minister Annapurna Devi.

R # a1 Rag 2006 # @y "arer f¥arE v sffags & 91 2019-21 # 47.4%
¥ geHT 23.3% & AT §, IE FAT Afgen 3R a1er T A emqoil &t F g

e Around two lakh child marriages were prevented in the past one year, even as one in
five girls in India is married before reaching the legal age of 18.

NS T AT F T &) W O Qa9 U 0 §, Faf IRgd AR IT H 4 T
S FToel 37 18 I§ { UG AEN X ol

e Recent UN reports note that globally, the most significant decline in child marriage rates
has been observed in South Asian countries, with India as a significant contributor,
Ms. Devi said.

gl &1 7 ogFa s A R F aamr mar § F dRgw TR W) a1 g X A

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Fa8 FAgcaqur ARrae gfavor vfané gat 7 S a5 €, O9e sRa &7 931 AnE §,

AT ar o FeTl

The Bal Vivah Mukt Bharat Abhiyan (Child Marriage-Free India Campaign) was
launched to spread awareness and further reduce child marriages.

arer RamE qFa 9Ra FfAeT qF Far o arfes SerweRar $er$ o w@d 3R A
arg =1 3R +7 Far a1 |

Focus on 7 States

7 US4 9T &q1T Sied

The campaign will focus on seven high-burden States: West Bengal, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Tripura, Assam, and Andhra Pradesh, along with 300 high-
burden districts.

g ATHAA AT 3TY-YHE arel AT W higd g giRas I, fAeR, sIRws,

TSIt BrqRT, 3rae, 3R 3y weer, @y €1 300 3=9-yd A forat o
Every State and Union Territory will be called upon to devise an action plan to reduce
child marriage rates below 5% by 2029.

Ul U 3R &g affd weer #2029 d& a1 faag &Y g7 & 5% F AT JaF &
fIT T F AT IR A & AT FHgT Sream|

Child Marriage-Free Bharat Portal
Tl f3amE Aad AR dEd

The Child Marriage-Free Bharat portal will raise awareness, report cases, and monitor
progress.

a1 f3aTe AFa AR T SAEFHAT Toled, AT HT RO Fer iR gerfar @

IR e & foIw & fohar arm &

The campaign will be guided by the experiences of Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (BBBP)
and recent Supreme Court judgments.

Ig 3fararer adr aeman, ad wer () F regwat AR g F ghA FE F baat
¥ uRd grem|

Awareness and Legislation
SITRReT 3T et

Website: patrioticias.in
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The Minister stressed that apart from laws, awareness is essential because legislation
alone cannot eradicate this issue.

FA A SR e 6 gt & 3reirar Siereenar o SR § aifS ae FleT 59

HATIT Y GcH Tg1 FT Thd |

Active participation from citizens is crucial to making India completely free of child
marriages.




www.patrioticias.in

Contact Number: 9971932488

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

HRA H aTel 9aE ¥ O aRE AFd T & 0 AR i GFT Aefiar Ageaqot

gl

You have no money,
why refuse PM-JAY
aid: HC to Delhi govt.

While hearing a plea by BJP MPs, court pulls up Delhi govt. for denying

Centre’s healthcare assistance to citizens despite being ‘virtually bankrupt’

IGS Paper II: Government Scheme |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Delhi High
T Court on Wednes-
day expressed

shock at the Delhi govern-
ment for allegedly not ac-
cepting healthcare funds
from the Centre through its
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY).

A Bench of Chief Justice
Manmohan and Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela said it
was “strange” that the Del-
hi government, which has
“no money” for the health-
care system, was refusing
aid from the Central go-
vernment.

Addressing the Delhi go-
vernment counsel, the
court said, “You are vir-
tually bankrupt... Your
Health Minister and Health
Secretary are not talking to
each other. In that sort of a
mess, you are not accept-
ing Central aid.”

Justice Manmohan said,
“You may have a difference
of opinion, but in this case,
you are refusing aid... You
have no money actually...

T
i+

Patients waiting outside a Delhi
government hospital. FILE PHOTO

(and) are refusing %5 lakh
(health insurance) for the
citizens. I am shocked.”

The court’s remarks
came in response to a plea
by the city’s seven BJP MPs
— Harsh Malhotra, Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri, Praveen
Khandelwal, Yogender
Chandoliya, Manoj Tiwari,
Kamaljeet Sehrawat, and
Bansuri Swaraj — seeking
directions to the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) govern-
ment to implement PM-
JAY, the Centre’s health in-
surance scheme, which
offers annual coverage of
up to 35 lakh per family.

In their petition, the
lawmakers said Delhi is the

only Union Territory
where the programme has
not been implemented, de-
priving the city’s underpri-
vileged citizens of much-
needed health insurance
and forcing many to bor-
row or sell assets to cope
with medical emergencies.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had raised the is-
sue in a speech on October
29 this year, slamming the
governments of Delhi and
West Bengal for not joining
PM-JAY “due to their politi-
cal interests”.

A day later, AAP nation-
al convener Arvind Kejri-
wal hit back, claiming that
the programme was “a ma-
jor scam” and that “there is
no need to implement the
Ayushman Bharat scheme”
in Delhi as the AAP govern-
ment provides free treat-
ment of up to 1 crore to all
city residents.

The court said PM-JAY is
an aid given to a particular
segment of citizens, and
steps must be taken to iron
out the differences within
the Delhi administration.

It will hear the case
again on November 28.

U TEMIAT IAPR oA & fT Heapr TS|
e The court observed that the Delhi government is "virtually bankrupt" and stated, "You
have no money... and are refusing %5 lakh health insurance for the citizens. | am
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Delhi HC Questions
Delhi Govt's Refusal
of PM-JAY Aid

faeell 3Ta ~aTey
o f&eddl AR @
NUH-ATAS HErIdT
PR A W
Harer o141

. The Delhi High Court
expressed shock at the Delhi
government for allegedly not
accepting healthcare funds from the
Centre under the Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY).

e 3Tg FamaeT ¥ el
THR W ATSATT AR TUAHA
Sl AR QStr (PM-JAY) &
Jed g & TAELT eIl TAIhR

A& Pl UX TR TFT fohaT|
. A Bench of Chief Justice
Manmohan and Justice Tushar
Rao Gedela criticized the Delhi
government for refusing aid while
being in a financially dire state.

qET ~arTeier AAea AR
A qUR T Ao H s A
ool THR & fadir gwe &7 T/
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shocked."

3erad o ¢&r o feoell TR "camaeie &0 & fearfear § 3R Fer, "3mas o
dgr 7&7 &... 3R 3T AR & AT 25 oM@ T TaEeT AT 3EHR & g o &
%Trrrgl

e The remarks were made during a plea by seven BJP MPs, including Harsh Malhotra,
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, and Manoj Tiwari, seeking implementation of PM-JAY in Delhi.

aiffAer §, ganT R A1 & ek &1 715, S Eeelr H PM-JAY & &&-ads] &l

AT T @ A

e Delhiis the only Union Territory where PM-JAY has not been implemented, depriving
underprivileged citizens of much-needed health insurance coverage of 5 lakh per
family annually.

fereeh vhams &5 @ wawr g Sigl PM-JAY & w1 g3 &, e dfad aAnient
gfd IRER Gfd a¥ ¥5 @ & FEed AT afad far o= gl

e The Prime Minister Narendra Modi had criticized the Delhi and West Bengal
governments for not joining PM-JAY, calling it a result of "political interests" on
October 29, 2024.

YT alig AT 29 3rgal 2024 H1 feoel 3R IREH 9o FIHRT I HTeiraer
& o, 38 "Tifas a1 akona samr o

e Inresponse, Arvind Kejriwal called the scheme a "major scam" and stated that Delhi
provides free treatment of up to ¥1 crore to its residents, eliminating the need for PM-
JAY.

SarT #, 3RfAg FoEare a3 3T AISTaT S "F8T Herdr 5arar 3K w8 &F e 39a
fAaTfaat 1 21 FA3 aF FT JFFT FolToT Jaled Bl ¢, [qd PM-JAY T HTaegehell
FATCT g S gl

e The court emphasized that PM-JAY is targeted aid for a specific segment of citizens
and urged the Delhi administration to resolve its internal differences.

3ETed & SR & Fgl for PM-JAY T fafdrse aef & ameiRet & fow aféya ggraar &
3R el Jemas @ 9= TARS ATHE P ol 1 3MrE fohar|

e The next hearing for the case is scheduled for November 28, 2024.

HTHS HI 3Tl ForaTs 28 AdaR 2024 & faw eI #r a8 gl
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Rabri Devi demands
separate Mithilanchal to
be carved out of Bihar

GS Paper |: Regionalism,
State Reorganization

PATNA

Former Chief Minister and Leader of
the Opposition in the Legislative
Council Rabri Devi on Wednesday de-
manded that a Mithilanchal region be
carved out of Bihar as a separate
State.

She made the demand during the
ongoing Winter Session of the House,
when BJP member Hari Sahni praised
the Narendra Modi government at the
Centre for releasing the Constitution
in Maithili language on the occasion
of the Constitution Day.

Mr. Sahni said former PM Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee had included Maithili
language in the Eighth Schedule of
the Constitution, and now, Mr. Modi
had honoured the Maithili-speaking
people by bringing out a version of
the Constitution in their language.

Reacting to his speech, Ms. Devi
said: “Giving respect to Maithili lan-
guage is a good step, but Mithila State

3egiey Ig AT HesT & MaerelsT T &F SR i, ST9 srerar
e g agat o afgua fgaw & raax o Ayl smar &

TR ST e & T sl ALY TRPR AT TGAT H|

e Mr. Sahni said former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee had included
Maithili language in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution,
and now, Mr. Modi had honoured Maithili-speaking people by

RJD MLA Rabri Devi in Patna on Wednesday
during a protest outside the Bihar
Assembly. ANI

should also be formed.”

Outside the House, she told the
media, “BJP leaders should talk to Mr.
Modi... We want Mithila to be a sepa-
rate State.”

Statehood has been a long-pend-
ing demand in the region and Maithi-
li-speaking people have launched ma-
ny movements over the issue in the
past.
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Rabri Devi demands
separate Mithilanchal
to be carved out of
Bihar

sl et oF AgR &
3rerer AT Usy
ST AT Y

o Former Chief Minister and Leader of
the Opposition in the Legislative
Council Rabri Devi on Wednesday
demanded that a Mithilanchal region
be carved out of Bihar as a separate
State.

f9er faure aRwe & fauay &r aar
IR @ AEgAN TEH A T AR H
AET fr o AT aF R

37T hleh Tah HAT AT SATIT AT

e She made the demand during the
Winter Session of the House when
BJP member Hari Sahni praised the
Narendra Modi government for
releasing the Constitution in Maithili
language on the occasion of
Constitution Day.

MITHILA ‘

bringing out a version of the Constitution in their language.

AT wgel o FEr O g gureHN sed fagry arenddt S ARl

HINT I WG 1 Aredt rqqah & enffer fhar o, 3R 3@ A
A o AN A FT TFEAT FIT GU IR AT H

FiqeneT &1 ST SRy T g
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e Reacting to his speech, Ms. Devi said: “Giving respect to Maithili language is a good
step, but Mithila State should also be formed.”

Wwwmaﬁ@maﬁﬁmz"mmﬁmmw

ol FeA ¢, Afra AR usx ff sar=r smer TRl

e Outside the House, she told the media, “BJP leaders should talk to Mr. Modi... We
want Mithila to be a separate State.”

dcsT & d1gT 3egier AfSAT & gl "HIeaT a3t FF A St F 91T e IfRv.. &7
I § & A v a9 s a1t

e Statehood has been a long-pending demand in the region, and Maithili-speaking
people have launched many movements over the issue in the past.

s & H ST &1 gl U o AT A dAfad AW @& g, 311 AfRychomedt st & s
A W A H F$ JHigielT e gl

Suit claims
Shiva temple in
Ajmer dargah;
notices issued

|GS Paper |I: Society |

Press Trust of India
JAIPUR

A local court in Ajmer on
Wednesday directed that
notices be issued to three
parties in a civil suit which
claims that there is a Shiva
temple in the dargah of su-
fi saint Moinuddin Chishti
in Ajmer, the plaintiff's ad-
vocate said.

Advocate Yogesh Siroja
told reporters in Ajmer
that the suit was heard in
the court of Civil Judge
Manmohan Chandel.

The suit, claiming that
there is a Shiva temple in
the dargah, was filed in
September seeking direc-
tions to start the worship
in the temple again.

He said notices have
been issued to Ajmer Dar-
gah Committee, the Minis-
try of Minority Affairs and
the Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) office in New
Delhi seeking their
response.

Suit claims Shiva temple in Ajmer dargah;
notices issued

araT: 3T eg # fAg #Afey: Afew s

e Alocal courtin Ajmer on Wednesday directed that notices be issued to
three parties in a civil suit claiming that there is a Shiva temple in the dargah
of sufi saint Moinuddin Chishti, the plaintiff's advocate said.

3SR BT U FAAY 3Tl o qUAR I 31eer fear o v Rfae AweA A
it et Y Afed SR fohar STl g erar fhar I g R gl Jd
H$ear faech &1 axomg & g AT E, ardr & adhrer & g

e Advocate Yogesh Siroja told reporters in Ajmer that the suit was heard in
the court of Civil Judge Manmohan Chandel.

gehTel AT RAAST 7 3ISTAT # Fargeransit A garan f& Jg AFer Aflde
TS ARG Foel T eTeld H FaT 17|

e The suit, filed in September, claims that there is a Shiva temple in the
dargah and seeks directions to start the worship in the temple again.

R & e A & arar B o @ & gwemg 7 ve R Ay § 3k
HET & q@T T & Y& A HT A& AT I B
. Notices have been issued to the Ajmer Dargah Committee, the Ministry

of Minority Affairs, and the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) office in
New Delhi, seeking their response.

ISTAT examg WIATA, Ireqweas Awal F FHAE, IR ARAT Qded wdamor
(TUHITE) & S el AT F Afcd IRT R 3% a1 AR 30 §|

Mu'in al-Din Hasan Chishti Sijzi (Khwaja Gharib Nawaz)
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Mu'in al-Din Hasan Chishti (1143-1236) was a prominent Persian Islamic scholar
and mystic from Sistan who introduced the Chishtiyya order of Sufism to the Indian
subcontinent.

A Fee Faeelt (1143-1236) & 970w geemlt Regm A g w@ g
Siegial R 3usgedy # RIRaar {affar & geand i

Known reverentially as Khwaja Gharib Nawaz (Helper of the Poor), he is considered
one of the greatest Islamic mystics in history.

"EqTST TG TGS & FT H HFATA, 3¢ AT STABH & He\dH b ddr
¥ TH AT ST ¢

Early Life and Migration to India

Born in February 1143 in Sistan (modern-day southeastern Iran), Mu'in al-Din later
moved to the Indian subcontinent during the reign of Sultan lltutmish (1211-1236).

WEd 1143 7 e Myfdes ) & o Joedlel dic H Godle geqgaiaeT
(1211-1236) & QAMHASIAT H HARAT IUAGIEAIT 31T

He initially settled in Delhi and later moved to Ajmer, which became the center of his
spiritual activities.

3ogiel 9gd fgeel & fFara fhar 31K a1 & 39X I 91T, S 3R 3mearicHs
Ifafafoat 1 &g FaT)

Contributions and Teachings

Mu'in al-Din Chishti propagated the Chishtiyya Sufi order, emphasizing love,
tolerance, and compassion.

e farech 1 R ot Ryeflren a1 s R, ot 99, WSO 3R

FEUT W AR fear )

His teachings incorporated music and poetry, making Islamic spirituality more
accessible to the local populace.

3eTehr RT3 & @l 3R FRAr A nfAa Far 7ar, Fud seare sreafersan
BT SieTar & fav iR gorer gt a1$|

Inspired by Sunni Hanbali scholar ‘Abdallah Ansari, his spiritual worldview was
shaped by the works such as "Tabaqat al-sufiyya".

Geoil geldoll fdedre Jeged U & IR BT, SoTehl JTETTcHS TTOC "deshid el
gihar S #raf @ genfaa o)

Legacy and Influence

Ajmer Sharif Dargah, his resting place, is one of the most prominent Sufi shrines in
India, attracting millions of devotees annually.

AT RIE SIAME, Sofehl FATY, HRA & G To@ FH NIeUell & F T g, el
& IO @l HaFd 3T £

His karamat (miracles), such as clairvoyance and visions of angels, are often
mentioned in posthumous biographies.
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3ThT FUAA (TACHR), S afasgaroh 3R Faeigdl & o, 1 Sool@ 3ol #cg &
STe T Shaet # fohar am gl

He inspired many Indian saints, including Nizamuddin Auliya and Amir Khusrow,
who were Chishti followers.

37giel @S AR Hal & IR fovar, 18 faameedier 3itfora 3t aefie gat, s
RfRear a4

Significance in Indian Culture

Mu'in al-Din is revered for bridging cultural gaps and promoting inclusivity within Indian
society.

Sl AR ATST H HEpfdeh R & dread AR FAQRRIAT Y dgrar &4 &
foT gFarfaa gl

His incorporation of local traditions into Sufi practices made Islam relatable to the
diverse Indian populace.

T TAT3T F FART W3 1 AR Fel ¥ SEH HAXAT SFAHEdT & fow
T g Il
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Conversion to get job amounts
to a fraud on Constitution: SC

|GS Paper II: Freedom of Religion |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
held in a judgment that reli-
gious conversion without
any actual belief, largely in-
tended to procure quota
benefits, defeats the social
ethos of the reservation
policy and amounts to a
fraud on the Constitution.

The judgment was based
on an appeal filed by a wo-
man from Puducherry, a
Christian by birth, who
sought conferment of a
Scheduled Caste communi-
ty certificate on the ground
that she had embraced Hin-
duism. The court conclud-
ed that her claim to Hin-
duism was fuelled by an
ulterior motive to obtain
government employment
under the Scheduled Caste
quota.

However, the court
banked on a field verifica-
tion that revealed the regis-
tration of the marriage of
her parents under the In-
dian Christian Marriage

A Puducherry woman,
Christian by birth, sought an
SC certificate saying she had
embraced Hinduism.

Act, 1872. She had been
baptised and had regularly
attended church.

‘No positive act’
The court said her claim to
be a practising Hindu was
at best “meek”. There was
not even a single positive
act, including conversion
by adopting a procedure
prescribed through the
Arya Samaj, to prove her
claim. Neither oral nor doc-
umentary evidence backed
her.

“India is a secular coun-
try. Every citizen has a

right to practise and pro-
fess a religion of their
choice as guaranteed un-
der Article 25 of the Consti-
tution. One converts to a
different religion, when he/
she is genuinely inspired by
its principles, tenets, and
spiritual thoughts. Howev-
er, if the purpose of conver-
sion is largely to derive the
benefits of reservation but
not with any actual belief in
the other religion, the same
cannot be permitted, as the
extension of benefits of re-
servation to people with
such an ulterior motive will
only defeat the social ethos
of the policy of reserva-
tion,” said Justice R. Maha-
devan, who authored the
verdict, dated November
26, for the Bench headed
by Justice Pankaj Mithal.
Cancelling any Sche-
duled Caste community
certificate conferred on her
in the past, the court said
conversion only to claim
the benefits of reservation
in employment was a fraud
played on society too.

J(
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Conversion to Get Job
Amounts to a Fraud on
Constitution: SC

Al 9o & T g
qRade gfea 9w
Eﬂm:waﬁé

e The Supreme Court held in a
judgment that religious conversion
without actual belief, intended to procure
guota benefits, defeats the social ethos
of the reservation policy and amounts
to a fraud on the Constitution.

e Hie o Teh favkr & wgr o foa
arEdfas AT & 9 IRadd, foraeT
3CCRT FIET ATH TTod FT g, &I
A & WATTSR Hedl T FATST HIdl
¢ 3R =g wfaurer 9 arEr g

e The judgment was based on an
appeal filed by a woman from
Puducherry, a Christian by birth, who

sought a Scheduled Caste community certificate on the grounds of embracing
Hinduism.

Ig fooia ggalt 1 v AfET g@arT qrY e TX TR o1, St oten @ durg o
3R Segial g oot Srema & JMUR W IqqfRd Sifa JHE™ JAToTIT H97|

e The court concluded that her claim to Hinduism was fueled by an ulterior motive to
obtain government employment under the Scheduled Caste quota.

3eTerd o AShY foieprer f&h 3ot fiq el 3raeTel &1 grar aRaRY Al ued 3 &
3eaeT ¥ fpar = a1 3R U7 s sifa R F dgd Al

o Afield verification revealed that her parents' marriage was registered under the Indian
Christian Marriage Act, 1872, and that she had been baptized and regularly attended
church.

$Ies AU H 1T 31T T 3oTeh ATAT-TUAT ST Y SIRAT $u18 Rarg g,
1872 & Ted Uolipd AT 3R ag aufaear & gy o 3R WafAa &9 @ == Sl o

e The court noted that her claim to be a practising Hindu was at best "meek" with no
evidence of conversion through Arya Samaj or any documentary proof.

31eTerd o gl foh f@g & ol UTelel el &1 3eTehl GTaT Shdel "HHAGAN" AT 3T FHA
Y AT F ATCIH F YATAROT A7 [HaT gTATdsit THIOT 7 AT 2T
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e The verdict dated November 26 by Justice R. Mahadevan, part of a Bench headed by
Justice Pankaj Mithal, emphasized that conversion solely to claim reservation
benefits cannot be permitted.

e[l 3R, AFEEA GaNT f&U 10 26 AR & ol , S =Ara#ft daver feer 1
ITETETAT arell NS o1 f@E@r U1, Ig el 13T foF Faer IHRETOT AT Yo el & forw
URTAROT 1 ITATT A& & ST Fehell|

e The court stated that conversion should be inspired by the principles and tenets of the
religion and not for ulterior motives like availing reservation benefits.

3eTerd o el foh eatavor e & feurdr 3R faurt & 9Ra g =@ifge, & o aea
3552l S b 3TRETOT Y 9red el & folv|

e It canceled any Scheduled Caste certificate conferred on her in the past, terming such
acts a fraud on society.

3eTeld o 3eieh Ugel fou 1w Tl off sy snfar wamorgT &1 teg ¥ fear 3R 54
AT W @ HR e
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Dhanush files copyright infringement
suit against Nayanthara in Madras HC

|GS Paper III: Copyright Law |

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

Actor Dhanush K. Raja has
filed a copyright infringe-
ment suit in the Madras
High Court against actor
Nayanthara Kurian for hav-
ing used certain visuals re-
lated to the Tamil movie
Naanum Rowdy Dhaan in
the recently released Net-
flix docu-drama Nayantha-
ra: Beyond the Fairytale.

Ms. Nayanthara’s direc-
tor-husband Vignesh Si-
van, her production com-
pany Rowdy Pictures
Private Limited, and two
others have also been
named in the suit.

Since Los Gatos Produc-
tion Services India LLP, an
entity through which Net-
flix reports its content in-
vestments in India, is
based in Mumbai, Mr. Dha-
nush’s Wunderbar Films

Nayanthara

Private Limited took out an
application urging the
court to grant leave (per-
mission), under Clause 12
of the Letters Patent, to sue
the firm too along with the
others within the court’s
territorial jurisdiction.

The application, filed
through advocates Gautam
S. Raman and Maithreyi
Canthaswamy  Sharma,
was listed for hearing be-
fore Justice Abdul Qudd-
hose on Wednesday when
senior counsel P.S. Raman,
representing the applicant,

urged the judge to grant
leave. However, senior
counsel Sathish Parasaran
and R. Parthasarathy, re-
presenting Ms. Nayanthara
and Los Gatos, respective-
ly, opposed it.

After hearing the preli-
minary arguments by both
sides, the judge allowed
the application to grant
leave, without expressing
any opinion on the merits
of the main case and after
taking note that Ms. Nayan-
thara, Mr. Sivan, and Row-
dy Pictures were located
within the jurisdiction of
the High Court and a major
part of the cause of action
had arisen here.

Loss valued at 1 crore
Director of Wunderbar
Films Sreyas Srinivasan
temporarily valued the loss
due to the copyright infrin-
gement at 31 crore.
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Dhanush files
copyright
infringement suit
against
Nayanthara in
Madras HC

Y o AYATRT &
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HIARISE JooTded &l
HATHAT X fohar

e Actor Dhanush K. Raja has
filed a copyright infringement suit
in the Madras High Court
against actor Nayanthara
Kurian for using visuals from the
Tamil movie Naanum Rowdy

Dhaan in the Netflix docu-drama Nayanthara: Beyond the Fairytale.

HAAAT 4 &F. AT AAT hed FgH 7357 &7 TA & IUAT A & foIw
AIAART FRIA & [GATh AGH 3Td FARTAT H HIURSE Ieoltled HT HHA ST
forar €1 I8 3T Acfeed SIHg-3TAT FIaaRT: 95 & adicer# faar =

e The suit also names Nayanthara’s director-husband Vignesh Sivan, her production
company Rowdy Pictures Private Limited, and two others.

ST A H dGIdRT & fAdes-ufa Raaer s, 396 WsFere Hus A3E Ry
grsde fafAes, 3R o 3 Fr ofr enfFer fovar arar gl

e Los Gatos Production Services India LLP, which operates Netflix's content
investments in India and is based in Mumbai, is also a party in the suit.

A A Wi WA SRAT vavad), Y 9IRT F AcTaad Y dhee Aaer
afafafel @ genferd wch § 3R Ao & P g, 91 o 38 AW A gafhr e
I Bl

e« Dhanush’s Wunderbar Films Private Limited filed an application requesting the court
to grant leave under Clause 12 of the Letters Patent to sue Los Gatos within the
court’s jurisdiction.

eIy A F5ER rerw wgde RS & e afier R X 3erera & Faler 12 3ie
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g ded YT Hh ded AWSR &F A g AE & Welh AHFAT Tl &l HTATT
AT

The application, filed through advocates Gautam S. Raman and Maithreyi Canthaswamy
Sharma, was listed for hearing before Justice Abdul Quddhose.

g aifder Hfaerdr Mad Th. W 3R ARM HUEaET oA gant R i g o
3R 8 St Heqd FEN & GHET Feadrs & (AT Feliaeyr fhar |

Senior counsels P.S. Raman and Sathish Parasaran represented Dhanush and
Nayanthara, respectively, during the preliminary arguments.

IR Seliell & SRTeT aRSS Fehiel YLUW. IHT o €]V T 3 Feller TRIETOT o
TIAIRT T g R

The judge granted leave to sue, noting that a significant part of the cause of action had
arisen within the court’s jurisdiction and that Nayanthara, Mr. Sivan, and Rowdy
Pictures were located within the jurisdiction.

Fararefe rﬁwmgwmﬁmﬁﬁ:mwwwﬁw
ma:mwmﬁgmmamm,aﬁmsﬁrmﬁmaﬂaﬁm
# fua g

The Director of Wunderbar Films, Sreyas Srinivasan, estimated the loss due to
copyright infringement at ¥1 crore.

gs@ER fherd & fAes, A9 AT, A FrdEe 3odud & FROT 1 FAUS FT
AT AT

The Copyright Act, 1957

Governs copyright law in India, effective from 21 January 1958.
FiRmEe sfafags, 1957 $Ra 7 HdRIse s @ HART & g, 3R I8 21 Foad
1958 & e &

Historical Context

Before 1958, the Indian Copyright Act, 1914, based on the Imperial Copyright Act,
1911, governed copyright in India. The older act remains applicable for works created
before 21 January 1958.

Mg F Testh: 1958 ¥ U, IRA H 1914 FT ARAT FrdRmse JfAfAgs, 1911 &
sRTe Fidge sfafaws o smaRa ar, awp an e sifefees % 3T 1958
T ggo Affa st & T 3ner o grar g

Key Features of the Copyright Act, 1957

Copyright provides creators exclusive rights for the reproduction, communication,
adaptation, and translation of their works.

FIIRTST A IREATIT: HARISE TWAPRT I 3ofh HRAT HT [eaecdIe, IR, FTIAT
3R 37aE & fow A wfUER ware e §
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Types of Works Protected: Includes literary, dramatic, musical, artistic works,
cinematograph films, and sound recordings.

it st & yFR: su9 wikfeas, A, wiaa, Farens 1, gafeT ik
eafa Repifsar enfaer g
Duration of Copyright Protection

o For literary, dramatic, musical, and artistic works: Lifetime of the author +
60 years after their death.

aifefeas, ArcdhT, Mam T 3 FACAF F: dGF & Sdeddhliel + IaTh]

Hqcg & §Ig 60 AV

o Foranonymous, pseudonymous works, cinematograph films, sound
records, government works, public undertakings, and photographs: 60
years from the year of first publication.

AHAH, 3UATAT 14, Taf, et RFis, Wl w1, wrdafas suwa ik
BICRITAL: TUH TRl & a¥ & 60 av|

Freedom of Panorama

Provision in Section 52: Allows artistic works permanently situated in public places
or premises accessible to the public to be depicted through photographs, drawings, or
cinematography.

URT 52 # WIHTT: Hdolfeleh TAAl AT 3TH SoAdl GaRT ForsT IRET # FUR &7 &
ua wolcaAs wraf & e, faor a1 faar & aega @ RFT & &

Al &

Exceptions to Copyright Infringement

Fair Dealing
In India, "fair dealing" applies to specific uses like private research, education,
criticism, review, and reporting of current events.

FARTSE 3oadd & 3YAwE:
AR #, "SI e T 3ueT h gy, Rram, weftan ik adoe geanst
Raféar S Aftise 3egeat & T gar #1

Judgments like Academy of General Education v. B. Malini Mallya (2009) have
discussed the scope of fair dealing.

"Academy of General Education s=ara dY. #Tellell #edT (2009)" S Haat F B
Sifcier Fr IRk w ==T Fr Bl

International Framework and India’s Participation

Conventions: India is a signatory to important conventions like the Berne
Convention (1886), Universal Copyright Convention (1951), and TRIPS
Agreement.
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HASE T 3 HRa Y HENERY: 3R § FedereT (1886), IfAada HdRTEe

Feaee (1951) 3R fevw w@gla &1 FeT B
e Joined the WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) and WIPO Performances and
Phonograms Treaty (WPPT) in 2013.

2013 & WIPO ®idRTIge W (WCT) 31 WIPO weeie 3k wiaiamr wfr (WPPT) #
enfAer g3m

Remedies Against Copyright Infringement

e Administrative Remedies
Customs authorities can detain infringing goods.

gaAE 39
AT Yoeh IANRIOT Seoltied Hlel dlel HIHTT HI Sfec A Fohd &

e Civil Remedies
Include injunctions, damages, and profit accounts.

ARIRS 39T
s fodurar, &fa 3R arer o@r anfad gl

e Criminal Remedies
Imprisonment of up to 3 years and fines up to ¥2,00,000.

s 3
3a§ e &I &he 3R €2,00,000 T HT STHEAT|

Key Judgments

1. Daily Calendar Supplying v. United Concern (1958): Highlighted the scope of public
place use in Section 52.

Daily Calendar Supplying ST FATSS &HeT (1958): URT 52 H HIdSlTaleh FATT
3T T IR &l I@ifehd ThaT|

2. Delhi University Photocopy Case (2016): Ruled that photocopies for academic use
do not violate copyright but was reconsidered in December 2016.

e faeafdeame wier 1 AT (2016): F&1f0ew 39ART & T BIer Hidr @
HIARISE Seoitlel A1 AT IAT, Afehel 3 fewaR 2016 # Y1 fawR foram arm|
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‘SIT probing Hema
panel report should
appoint nodal officer’

IGS Paper I: Society |
The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the al-
legations of sexual harass-
ment in the Malayalam film
industry following the K.
Hema Committee report
should appoint a nodal of-
ficer for the survivors to
raise their concerns, or-
dered the Kerala High
Court.

A Division Bench con-
sisting of Justices A.K. Jaya-
sankaran Nambiar and C.S.

Sudha issued the order af-
ter a lawyer for some of the
survivors complained that
some of them, who had de-
posed before the panel,
were receiving intimidat-
ing calls.

The Bench directed the
SIT to nominate a nodal of-
ficer and give sufficient pu-
blicity to the officer’s name
and contact details so that
the persons who feel threa-
tened/intimidated during
the pendency of the inves-
tigation can contact the
official.

FfFd Fgea X

e A Division Bench consisting of Justices A.K. Jayasankaran Nambiar and C.S. Sudha
issued the order following a complaint by a lawyer representing some survivors, stating
that survivors who deposed before the panel were receiving intimidating calls.

AR TE. FIUE AR R doow. gurd wsdic A e S R, 99
$o NSl & gher A Reerad H & St AT A & G 796 & I &, 3¢
UHFT I BT 3T @ B

e The Bench directed the SIT to nominate a nodal officer and provide sufficient

publicity to the officer's name and contact details so that individuals feeling
threatened or intimidated during the investigation could contact the official.

@sis o THITES 1 e R & a7 v Ase sfter Arfaa Y sk e &
i IR FuF Fawor i gAied yAR S Arfeh S & SRTe Rl @l e ar 5T
AEGH Bl W ARG & FUF F Fh|
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SIT Probing Hema Panel Report
Should Appoint Nodal Officer

oA Yere RiE #r s w1 @
THIATSET FI Sl TR
fgea wwem @ifee

e The Special Investigation Team (SIT) probing
allegations of sexual harassment in the Malayalam film
industry, based on the K. Hema Committee report, has
been directed by the Kerala High Court to appoint a
nodal officer for survivors to raise their concerns.

Herarer A hed 3T # gl 3edisar & 3t & ST
W W Ay S 7 (vHEd) &, &, gar afafa
ROl & 3MUR o, I 3o7 AT A g Rar &
fF ag dfedar & ™At & 3o & fou e
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D’Cunha panel raps
officials for procuring
expired RTPCR kits

[PCS

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

The report by the commis-
sion headed by retired
High Court judge John Mi-
chael D’Cunha, which in-
vestigated the alleged ir-
regularities in COVID-19
management during the
BJP’s tenure in Karnataka,
has found that over 16 lakh
RTPCR test kits supplied by
two companies in 2022,
worth %3 crore, were either
expired on the date of the
supply or were nearing ex-

piry date.

The commission has al-
so found that the State
Medical Supplies Corpora-
tion Ltd. that cancelled a
supply order for one lakh
Rapid Antigen kits placed
with a Singapore-based
company in 2020 has not
recovered the 36.99 crore
paid towards the order.

Recommending depart-
mental proceedings and le-
gal action against the offi-
cials concerned, the
commission said that ¥9.99
crore should be recovered.
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D’Cunha Panel Raps
Officials for Procuring
Expired RTPCR Kits

Sregl deter A WATCA
RTPCR fareq #r 3mqfe
FE g fRRAT Ft
HEHRT

. The report by the commission,
headed by retired High Court judge John
Michael D’Cunha, investigated the alleged
irregularities in COVID-19 management
during the BJP’s tenure in Karnataka.

Yarfagd 3ea AT & e St
AZHA 'Peel R Adcd fohT T T
Fr RAIC F FeATewT H AT F ATHARIT
& SR FfAs-19 yaue & JfAFfATanst Hr
S F

. The report found that over 16 lakh

RTPCR test kits supplied by two companies in 2022, worth ¥3 crore, were either
expired on the date of supply or were nearing expiry date.

RAE # arar s=r & & Fufadt ganrr 2022 7 & 715 16 @@ RTPCR e¥e f¥heT,
TSieTehr hrAe T3 FA3 M, a1 & 3T & qHT FATT B I ot wgEifeq fafy &

FOq ot

e The commission also found that the State Medical Supplies Corporation Ltd., which
cancelled a supply order for one lakh Rapid Antigen kits placed with a Singapore-
based company in 2020, has not recovered the ¥6.99 crore paid towards the order.

e & Ig o 9ra o wew Rifear smqfd faenr fafas, Se= 2020 # R
fud ot d v ar@ Nz v fhew & T 31T g fhar oan, F 53 3y &
fow & 1S 26.99 FA A RN & argw AgT form|

e Recommending departmental proceedings and legal action against the concerned
officials, the commission stated that ¥9.99 crore should be recovered.

AT & Fefta fREREt & Gers Fumir Feiad) it FeE FRas o &{emer
FIA U T T 29.99 FAT N TR ager 1 S =gl
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ASI issues
notice to stop
construction
at temple in
Shivamogga

[GS Paper I: ASI |

Sathish G.T.
SHIVAMOGGA

The Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) has issued a
notice to Arya Akshobhya
Teertha Math at Kudli vil-
lage in Shivamogga taluk of
Karnataka to immediately
stop all construction activi-
ties on the math premises
that falls within the prohi-
bited area of the historical
Rameshwara temple, an
ASI-protected monument.

M. Nandu, Senior Con-
servation Assistant of the
ASI’s Shivamogga Sub Cir-
cle, issued the notice on
Wednesday. The Hindu re-
ported on Tuesday regard-
ing the construction work
within the prohibited area
of the 12th-century monu-
ment, located at the con-
fluence of the Tunga and
the Bhadra rivers.

The ASI, in the notice,
stated that there had been
“unauthorised additions™
in the north-west corner of
the construction site, de-
viating from the approved
drawings submitted to the
National Monuments Auth-
ority (NMA), which grant-
ed permission for the con-
struction of a community
hall. It said that construc-
tion activities should re-
main suspended until satis-
factory clarifications were
received and approved.

Rameshwara temple, a
Howsala structure, is an at-
traction for tourists visiting
Kudli. As it is a protected
monument, the ASI has de-
puted its staff ro maintain
the structure.

The math obtained per-
mission from the NMA in
March 2023 to build a reli-
gious community hall as
the existing structure col-
lapsed due to natural ca-
lamities.
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ASIl Issues Notice to Stop Construction at
Temple in Shivamogga

fRraAeIT # AT & AT Jeva & AT ASIA
Afew I fFar

. The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has issued a notice to Arya
Akshobhya Teertha Math at Kudli village in Shivamogga taluk of
Karnataka, directing them to immediately stop all construction activities on the
math premises that fall within the prohibited area of the historical
Rameshwara temple, an ASI-protected monument.

HRAT Reled TIETT (ASI) & Faareht F RGAIM dTeF F Faelt g
RBya 3 aftsw Y A A AT I N 3¢ T ARG & Wagrfas
T TR & gfaafa & @l At afafafar qia Aser &1 d
fe=m

. M. Nandu, Senior Conservation Assistant of the ASI’s Shivamogga Sub
Circle, issued the notice on Wednesday.

M. 51g, ASI & fRIEaATaT 37 ga & aRsc EET0T HEFh o qUAR HT Ig AleH
SR R

o The Hindu reported on Tuesday regarding the construction work within
the prohibited area of the 12th-century monument, located at the confluence of
the Tunga and Bhadra rivers.

g fovq o AT &1 124t ¥ & TARE & Glasfed & #d WA S & an
# RO &, S o 3R ora1 Al & ForH T W A B

o The ASI’s notice stated that there had been “unauthorised additions” in
the north-west corner of the construction site, deviating from the approved
drawings submitted to the National Monuments Authority (NMA), which
granted permission for the construction of a community hall.

AS| & FifeH # el I T AT T & ITR-9Red F1 A " Iafida
sns"'gtr%“,a’rrr@trmmmeA)aﬁ S Flipa e @ steh
v g, Toreel WG sae o fAATr &y 3ngAfa & o

. The notice further stated that construction activities should remain
suspended until satisfactory clarifications were received and approved.

AT H g &Y ser 11 T AT aifafafRar ag de efad wer aige

SIS oeh HellSoTeleh TASEIHROT Yol g1 &1 Sfid 3R el g1 T S|
e Rameshwaratemple, a Hoysala structure, is an attraction for tourists visiting Kudli.

AR AR, S U AT FAT 8, Faell 3T dTel Theehl & fAT 3Thdor &1 g &
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e Asitis a protected monument, the ASI has deputed its staff to maintain the structure.

Hfh Ig U TIETT TARS &, AS| o 58 [WIWG & AT 309eT T f@gerd fhar
gl

¢ The math obtained permission from the NMA in March 2023 to build a religious
community hall as the existing structure collapsed due to natural calamities.

HS o AT 2023 H NMA & €TiH HAGTT $ad Tollel T AT Troed o, ifeh Aloper
AT TTehideh 3MMUCI3l & HROT &g 15 oA

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)

e The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is a government agency under the
Ministry of Culture responsible for archaeological research, conservation, and
preservation of cultural and historical monuments in India.

HRAT Icled TETOT (TTHING) FEDIA HATT & T6d Teh ThRT Toidl g, ST
HRA # QIclicaeh 3THUT, TET0T 3R AEpids d UAg@s TARST & TET0T &
fow R &

e Foundation and Leadership:
o Founded in 1861 by Alexander Cunningham, who served as its first Director-
General.

1861 H SHHI TUTIAT HAFAS Hfa"H caRT T 5 AT, S 38K Ugel
TG FoT|

o Cunningham was influenced by James Prinsep, the decipherer of the Brahmi
script.
Sfegd W IAFT AT F7 g a1, Segiay et ARy & gasm|
e Historical Background:

o The foundation for studying Indian history was laid by the Asiatic Society,
established in 1784 by Sir William Jones in Calcutta.

IR 3TAgT & 3eqTA Fr Aig 1784 H Fielprar & I Rfewsd J=w
CanT TAIT viRafed Hgdl & ATegd & (& a5 A

o Notable contributions include Charles Wilkins' English translation of the
Bhagavad Gita (1785).

SedEed Qe # Gey fafeha 1 seraeeiiar #1 3dslt ear (1785)
ATAT &

o The Brahmi script decipherment in 1837 by James Prinsep enabled further
exploration of India’s history.

1837 # S0 AT carT sreAt fAfy &1 urelgyr sRd & sfag & @ #

Heldsh dedT|
e Formation of ASI:
o Cunningham initiated surveys of Buddhist monuments and excavations across
India.

HiAEH o Setr TARG AR AR 9T & Fars o FaTor Y& o
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o The ASI was formally established in 1861 through legislation by Lord
Canning, the then Viceroy of India.

1861 H 3/ R & dcehlollel ARIENIT WIS HAT GanT FloleT & ATEIH &
MoarRer &7 § T R

o The Survey was briefly suspended (1865-1871) due to financial constraints but
was revived by Lord Lawrence in 1871.

facir amematt & sRoT FdeoT 1865-1871 & S TUMNA TgT, Afehet 1871 F
SO A ARY caRT Yetsitia ferar arar|
¢ Recent Updates and Achievements:

o The ASI manages 3,693 protected monuments, including the Taj Mahal and
Hampi monuments.

TU3TS 3,693 FIAT THARDI T YT T &, foras drerdge 3R g&h
TARS AT &1

o Recently, ASI has undertaken projects like digital preservation and
structural restoration.
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Fair share
Compensation of news publishers by
Big Tech platforms is a must
l n a speech on the occasion of National Press

Day last week, Union Minister Ashwini

Vaishnaw called attention to the issue of fair
compensation to media companies for the use of
their content by big technology platforms. The
Internet’s rapid growth has created a power im-
balance between news publishers and large on-
line enterprises which now set the financial
terms for their use of content created by others.
Many countries are grappling with this issue, and
new regulations are taking shape. In Australia
and France, Google and Meta are increasingly re-
quired to negotiate fairer revenue-sharing agree-
ments and licensing deals with publishers. A si-
milar push in India will be an essential step to
ensure the continued vibrancy and financial sus-
tainability of news organisations, which are un-
der threat in their traditional and online formats.
The government’s affirmation of support for fair
revenue sharing in favour of news publishers —
first expressed last year — is more important than
ever. As Artificial Intelligence makes stealthy,
large-scale appropriation of content easier and
when new business models are built on that
technological capacity, fair compensation for ori-
ginal creators is an urgent question. The time has
come to rapidly act to give force to these pro-
nouncements through law. The pushback that
these steps will likely face from Big Tech plat-
forms make it that much more important to start
the work quickly, and with resolve.

The Minister has also expressed concern on
the issue of misinformation and fake news. It is
important for the government to establish trust
as a good faith broker and avoid the temptation
to act as a regulator or censor of content. Trust
comes, for instance, by taking steps to improve
the public’s media literacy in general. The go-
vernment’s desire, now stalled by the judiciary —
to act as a fact-checker — in fact, to be the final
authority over what is or is not true about the Un-
ion government, is not helpful. Trust is esta-
blished by empowering a strong press to pursue
and verify falsehoods vigorously; and not by state
regulation and censorship. The partisan applica-
tion of existing rules by authorities that go after
the Opposition parties on charges of misinforma-
tion while turning a blind eye towards violations
by the ruling party must also stop. Only an even-
handed application of laws against misinforma-
tion will act as a deterrent for bad actors. India’s
news industry has always suffered from funda-
mental financial and political challenges. The In-
ternet age offers the opportunity to work on re-
medies. The firms that control the Internet must
be more effectively regulated, and government
interventions, which are necessary, must not re-
sult in state high-handedness.

[ V]
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Fair Share: Compensation of News
Publishers by Big Tech Platforms is a
Must

Fair Share: 931 ¢& TCHIAT GaRT HATER
YFIUH I 3RAT AT AT HTARTF B

eIn a speech on the occasion of National Press Day last week, Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw called attention to the issue of fair
compensation to media companies for the use of their content by big
technology platforms.

T 99 Raw & Ald W Uoe gear, FF 7N R dsorga a3
iRl CAICHIA! GaRT 37 FIHET & 39T & o Afsar safaat
3R IS & Heg W AT N |

eThe Internet’s rapid growth has created a power imbalance between
news publishers and large online enterprises which now set the financial
terms for their use of content created by others.

getic A AF JEU o FATAR TR IR T& Ao Fufaar & &=
ATFT HT AT 3cdoeT Y AT &, ST 319 GERT GaRT ST 10 el
& 39T & v oy erd el @ 8

eMany countries are grappling with this issue, and new regulations are
taking shape. In Australia and France, Google and Meta are increasingly
required to negotiate fairer revenue-sharing agreements and licensing
deals with publishers.

FS G2 A $H HEE & WHT HGT I35 W@ §, N 78 Agwareh a1 @
g1 et 3R Wi H, IETer 3R FAer A g & @Y 3w 3kKa
Torea-arierY FaEital 3R aEdfiT fHid W TTahd F F v s

3T HAT Bl

A similar push in India will be an essential step to ensure the continued
vibrancy and financial sustainability of news organisations, which are
under threat in their traditional and online formats.

AR H T TATT Ugel, TARR FaraaAT I ax sfhaaar 3ik o

fPuar gARead & & fav T Agcaqul sed gl St 3o IRURSE 3R JiicTergeT
O H @R H g

e The government’s affirmation of support for fair revenue sharing in favour of news
publishers — first expressed last year — is more important than ever.
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FIHR SR FATIR Yehrient & 9eT # 3Ra voea Ravor & fov aade & gite -
S Rod A caFd T 75 O — 3T Tga F FEl 3’0F Ageaqol gl

e As Artificial Intelligence (Al) makes stealthy, large-scale appropriation of content
easier and when new business models are built on that technological capacity, fair
compensation for original creators is an urgent question.

SIE & anfefsfRraer gefasiw (Al) @l 1 U &, 99 YA TR UG I T
ST § 3R S9 AT AR Alsel 3H deheiienl &THAT W TR g 8, o 7
featanat & fov sfara Fpamas v dorer warel o ST B

e The time has come to rapidly act to give force to these pronouncements through law.
The pushback that these steps will likely face from Big Tech platforms makes it that
much more important to start the work quickly, and with resolve.

T FHI 3T 9T § o 3o ©INON3HT & Fleled & ACTA @ AN B & fow dSw 4
FEH 3BT SU| ST heHl o a3 Tk AT 4 THTAT yfafhar sq siedr 3R Toar
8 o] el AR o AgeaqoT =l gl

e The Minister has also expressed concern on the issue of misinformation and fake
news.

N o e Faar IR woll i & Heg W N e sgea v g
e ltis important for the government to establish trust as a good faith broker and avoid
the temptation to act as a regulator or censor of content.

WHR & [T Ig Agcaqul § T a5 Aeemaa gordl & &0 # feam v ¥ 3R
AN F AT a1 W F T A F B F TeldT § T

e Trust comes, for instance, by taking steps to improve the public’s media literacy in
general.

faeard & 3T 8, 3e8X0T & AT, e SR Adefas Afdar aera gura & fav
FEH 3BT B

e The government’s desire, now stalled by the judiciary — to act as a fact-checker — in
fact, to be the final authority over what is or is not true about the Union government, is
not helpful.

WER AT FooT, [T 319 i garT Uar 7 § — deg-AuRE & 7 7 F
T T — SIS, §T TEFR & I H FIT T&Y § AT o181, 39 W 37 wrfaor
Selel T 3TOT, e oTa gl

e Trustis established by empowering a strong press to pursue and verify falsehoods
vigorously; and not by state regulation and censorship.

fears AT F/ H BT F IAT oo 3N I FAMAT Fe 1 AFR g
Tuifta frar arar §; 3R I8 tew Agaa ik dwfig ganr a7

e« The partisan application of existing rules by authorities that go after the Opposition
parties on charges of misinformation while turning a blind eye towards violations by the
ruling party must also stop.

adATeT gAY w1 gataret smaee, S fagaft wiéat & ferd e FEew & 3Rt W
FART A & 3R AT el a1 Sedgdr f HAGH! Fd §, B A IG FEAT
EUY
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Only an evenhanded application of laws against misinformation will act as a deterrent
for bad actors.

haol Ad AT F TRATE FTefeAl FT FAT T { AF AT R Fed H dlell &
fore frams & &7 # &7 Hn|

India’s news industry has always suffered from fundamental financial and political
challenges.

HRA & FATIR 3T 1 g0 Hrare(d R 3k vereiifas gatfoat o amer seen
st &l

The Internet age offers the opportunity to work on remedies.
FTAT T IUART TN HIH el T AL Jald el ¢

The firms that control the Internet must be more effectively regulated, and government
interventions, which are necessary, must not result in state high-handedness.

S Ul getde W HIT0T AT §, 3¢ 31 wermar §0 & i@ har ser
TIRT, 31 TR T 39TF gLl I YT F JATMET @A T HRUT 7g] dedall
Bl
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Ban this carcinogenic ‘heart-burn’ drug

|GS Paper II: Health Sector |

ast month, the
multinational
pharmaceutical
company, GSK
announced a record settlement of
$2.2 billion in the United States in
order to settle multiple lawsuits
regarding one of its best selling
drugs to treat “acid reflux”-
Zantac ®, containing the active
ingredient Ranitidine, after it was
revealed that the drug contained
high amounts of a cancer causing
carcinogen called
N-nitrosodimethylamine (NDMA).

According to Valisure, the
American pharmacy which first
raised the issue, testing of various
brands of Ranitidine in its labs
found NDMA in excess of
3,000,000 nanograms in some
samples; the acceptable limit in
the U.S. was 96 nanograms. Like
all carcinogens, high exposure to
NDMA can cause cancer.

The high amounts of NDMA
have been attributed to stability
issues with the molecule, which
means that it is not a GSK-specific
problem. Any company
manufacturing Ranitidine will face
the same issue; the reason why
the United States Food and Drug
Administration (USFDA) and the
European Medical Agency (EMA)
stopped the sale of the various
brands of Ranitidine in their
jurisdictions as far back as 2020.
GSK itself informed stock
exchanges in India, in 2020, that it
was withdrawing all Ranitidine
products in India.
Characteristically, India’s Ministry
of Health has taken no steps to
stop other pharmaceutical
companies from continuing to
manufacture and sell Ranitidine.

A widely used pharma drug
Back in 2021, after reports in the
Indian press pointed out how
Ranitidine was still being sold in
India, there were some murmurs
from the government indicating
that it was “looking into” the
issue; but there has been no action
from the government since then.
There are two questions to ask
of the government in this
backdrop. The first is, why did the
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Truth Pill: The Myth of
Drug Regulation’

Prashant Reddy
T.
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The continued
manufacture
and sale of
Ranitidine, the
acid reflux
treatment drug,
in India must
stop;
government
inaction is
jeopardising
Indian lives

Indian regulatory apparatus never
detect/respond to similar levels of
impurities in Ranitidine, which is
widely consumed in India. The
second, why has the government
not acted over the last five years in
a similar vein as its counterparts in
the West to stop the sale of
Ranitidine in India, especially
when there are enough substitutes
in the form of other drugs such as
famotidine, cimetidine,
esomeprazole, lansoprazole or
omeprazole which also treat
“gastroesophageal reflux”, the
medical phrase for “acidity”.

To answer these questions, it is
first important to identify the key
institutions within government
responsible for different stages of
regulating generic drugs.

The chain of standards setting
The task of setting standards,
including acceptable limits of
impurities and analytical methods
for testing generic drugs for such
impurities lies with the Indian
Pharmacopeia Commission (IPC),
an autonomous institution under
the Ministry of Health and chaired
by the Secretary of Health. In
addition to publishing the Indian
Pharmacopeia, which lays out
standards (including limits for
impurities) and testing protocols
for different drugs, the IPC is also
required to manufacture and
supply “reference standards” and
“impurity standards” against
which drugs such as Ranitidine
can be tested in quality control
laboratories in the public and
private sector.

The task of ensuring that drug
manufacturers comply with the
quality standards laid down by the
1PC lies first, with the State drug
controllers responsible for issuing
manufacturing licences for such
drugs and, second, with drug
inspectors of the States and the
Centre who randomly draw
samples of drugs from the market
for testing by analysts in
government laboratories against
the standards laid down by the
IPC. Drugs that fail to comply with
the IPC’s standards are deemed to
be “not of standard quality”.

With this background, the key
questions to ask of the IPC are why
did it not detect the NDMA issue
with Ranitidine and what exactly
has it done since 2020 to lay down
permissible standards for NDMA
in Ranitidine, along with the
testing protocols. We cannot
answer these questions because
we have no access to copies of the
latest version of the Indian
Pharmacopeia. It costs ¥50,000 to
purchase the most recent version
of the Indian Pharmacopeia.
Ideally it should be made available
for free given that it contains
binding legal standards and is very
important from a public health
perspective. Once the IPC sets the
permissible limits for NDMA in
Ranitidine, ideally, the
manufacturers of Ranitidine who
cannot comply with the impurity
standards laid down by the IPC
either stop manufacturing
Ranitidine or drug inspectors
prosecute these manufacturers for
manufacturing “not of standard
quality” drugs.

Separate and apart from the
role of the IPC in setting
standards, there is the question of
who in government is responsible
for acting to prohibit a drug from
being sold in the market once a
public health concern has been
flagged anywhere in the world.
Under Section 26A of The Drugs
and Cosmetics Act, 1940 only the
central government, or more
precisely, the Drug Regulation
Section within the Ministry of
Health has the power to prohibit
the manufacture and sale of drugs
in the country. This section in the
Ministry lacks the technical
competence to perform its job
since it is typically headed by a
faceless Joint Secretary from the
civil services who knows little
about the pharmaceutical industry
or pharmacology.

Perhaps it is now time, after a
$2.2 billion settlement, for the
Ministry of Health to swing into
action and issue an order under
Section 26A prohibiting with
immediate effect, the continued
manufacture and sale of
Ranitidine in the country.
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Ban this carcinogenic ‘heart-burn’ drug
SH haeleld '§c-ge" gal U UfaA«aer e

e Last month, the multinational pharmaceutical company, GSK, announced a record
settlement of $2.2 billion in the United States in order to settle multiple lawsuits
regarding one of its best-selling drugs to treat “acid reflux”’— Zantac ®, containing the
active ingredient Ranitidine, after it was revealed that the drug contained high amounts
of a cancer-causing carcinogen called N-nitrosodimethylamine (NDMA).

e 7, TgUeET GrAEgRH doell GSK o $2.2 faferas &1 Reprs wagdiar o,
aifr ag 319e “vfs RFAaFq” FT ST FLa el Gad 9t arell &ar Zantac®,
S |foha gee Ranitidine 4T, & T@aT® %3 Hehed e T, Fifh a5 gorar

83T & 39 a1 # HATSI-is N-nitrosodimethylamine (NDMA) &r 3z AT 2|

e According to Valisure, the American pharmacy which first raised the issue, testing of
various brands of Ranitidine in its labs found NDMA in excess of 3,000,000 nanograms
in some samples; the acceptable limit in the U.S. was 96 nanograms. Like all
carcinogens, high exposure to NDMA can cause cancer.

Valisure, 5t 37ART G 8, o Ga) @98 98 38 Heg HT 36T, & AR, 39
T3t # faffiest §isd & Ranitidine # ST & F& dqeq F NDMA T AT

3,000,000 A=m# & 31f0% o5 I, i .UH. H TSR HAT 96 AT A S
gt FeiAs uerdt & ATy gldar §, NDMA & 3=d TR &7 HUeh $Hhal T HROT e

eI

e The high amounts of NDMA have been attributed to stability issues with the molecule,
which means that it is not a GSK-specific problem. Any company manufacturing
Ranitidine will face the same issue; the reason why the United States Food and Drug
Administration (USFDA) and the European Medical Agency (EMA) stopped the sale
of the various brands of Ranitidine in their jurisdictions as far back as 2020.

NDMA &I 3= HET 1 3] & FEar gaeamsit & Sist 127 g, e #dee & &
I% GSK-faeiy gaear =181 &1 F15 o Fuer S Ranitidine T f@&ATOT Y &, a8
HHATIT FIHAT 0 TgT SROT § & United States Food and Drug Administration
(USFDA) 3iR European Medical Agency (EMA) = 2020 d& 3{9eiT =a1fdeh TYAT3T &
faff=T 15T & Ranitidine $ &hr A= &

e GSK itself informed stock exchanges in India, in 2020, that it was withdrawing all
Ranitidine products in India.

GSK o 2020 7 #Rd # ¥le Taads & Jiad fear & ag #Ra 7 F@9f Ranitidine

3cUTel & argg o I@T gl

o Characteristically, India’s Ministry of Health has taken no steps to stop other
pharmaceutical companies from continuing to manufacture and sell Ranitidine.

AT T @, 3R & FERET FAAEF 3T BATE o HUfdl I Ranitidine T
AT 3R Shr I @S T U & AT P FeH 67 36R_T ¢l
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Back in 2021, after reports in the Indian press pointed out how Ranitidine was still being
sold in India, there were some murmurs from the government indicating that it was
“looking into” the issue; but there has been no action from the government since then.

2021 &, AT 99 & Ravef & ¢ Ig 9aram =7 & Ranitidine 319 8 9 &/ I
ST W N, WER F Fo 3t 3 6 95 57 Agg F q@ W § AT a9 @
WHR T 3 T FIS HRATS 8T I TS|

There are two questions to ask of the government in this backdrop. The first is, why did
the Indian regulatory apparatus never detect/respond to similar levels of impurities in
Ranitidine, which is widely consumed in India.

59 TeH #H WHR T & Fard U S0 a0l gger I8 o, 9IRd & <I9eh &9 §
3YANT T S dTell Ranitidine & GHT T T 3[efOal &l dRAY fFamees aF
FI gdT FIT AT oI TIT/ATATSHAT FAT AGl hI?

The second, why has the government not acted over the last five years in a similar vein
as its counterparts in the West to stop the sale of Ranitidine in India, especially when
there are enough substitutes in the form of other drugs such as famotidine, cimetidine,

esomeprazole, lansoprazole, or omeprazole which also treat “gastroesophageal
reflux”, the medical phrase for “acidity”.

g Harel g & [, R o oo gia auf & qiREed 3o & FHSET FeA T 760
3olU, IrdnY oid famotidine, cimetidine, esomeprazole, lansoprazole, Ir
omeprazole SR 3= gar3il & ¥ H wAied fAweq #Hlgg 8, S "Iecisatherer
Rrerara, St for "wfafsdr & fow Rfsecar oee §, #7 sarar a &1

To answer these questions, it is first important to identify the key institutions within
government responsible for different stages of regulating generic drugs.

geT HaTell & 3R &l & oI, Tg HIH Ug Y§ Tgdlelel] Hgedqul § [ T &
dliT ¥ YAE FEAH ¢ Sl GAT a3l & @ad & @ffied won & fav SFaer
gl

The chain of standards setting

AR T TATYAT T 9T
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The task of setting standards, including acceptable limits of impurities and analytical
methods for testing generic drugs for such impurities, lies with the Indian
Pharmacopeia Commission (IPC), an autonomous institution under the Ministry of
Health and chaired by the Secretary of Health.

AlTohl T TATYAT T I, [T IRt Hr hierd AAT 3R 580 T=g A
IRERAT & AU SR ganit & qdeior & faReyuicAs i A g, HRd
3 Ffgar 3mAer (IPC) & urw &, St TaEey A9 & dgd Ueh Taad §&7 § 3R
SHEHT HEeT TRy WRE g &

In addition to publishing the Indian Pharmacopeia, which lays out standards (including
limits for impurities) and testing protocols for different drugs, the IPC is also required to
manufacture and supply “reference standards” and “impurity standards” against
which drugs such as Ranitidine can be tested in quality control laboratories in the public
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and private sector.

TR 3wl afgar gifa & & 3remarn, S af@es gansit & fov A (Gad
IeftEt & fav dere nfaer §) 3R weror felwe RUiRa #dr 8, IPC @i "dest
Aleish" AR "3RS A" 8 IR Flel 3R 3MYFT et i 3MaRIyRT &, fo¥eish
o Yl e St qansit &1 qfiefor ardeifaes 3R sl &t & aoraar fesor
JIRTRME3t & fohar ST &t gl

e The task of ensuring that drug manufacturers comply with the quality standards laid
down by the IPC lies first, with the State drug controllers responsible for issuing
manufacturing licences for such drugs and, second, with drug inspectors of the States
and the Centre who randomly draw samples of drugs from the market for testing by
analysts in government laboratories against the standards laid down by the IPC.

Ig giAfad & &1 w1 & gar ATar IPC gart uiRa Ioraar ATt &1 dreret
FY, Tgel Mo F91 A=l & 91 g &, S O qarHt & AT s IR a &
foT fSFaeR g & 3N @y, Ueat AR &g & gar @dern & 99 g §, S 9eiR
8 a3l & FHA SH & 8§ TohT i § 3R TSR TIERmensit & faecvsi earm
IPC garT ferefiita AreTent & Remd 3e1er 9eToT X £

o Drugs that fail to comply with the IPC’s standards are deemed to be “not of standard
quality.”
S €aTU IPC & HIeTehl ST UTelel gl HIcHl, 3o¢ "HIeTeh IJOTadm $Y eI AT ST g
e With this background, the key questions to ask of the IPC are why did it not detect the

NDMA issue with Ranitidine and what exactly has it done since 2020 to lay down
permissible standards for NDMA in Ranitidine, along with the testing protocols.

58 Tl A, IPCH Y8 Sl aTel H&T W g & o 3qe afkfaer & NDMA warean
T Yl &7 g ST 3R 2020 % a1 381 A2 # NDMA & fow &l &rTeh
fAeRa e 3R gdefor Wieksld & R & FA7 HieH 31T &

e We cannot answer these questions because we have no access to copies of the latest
version of the Indian Pharmacopeia. It costs ¥50,000 to purchase the most recent
version of the Indian Pharmacopeia.

§H 3o FaTdl & 30X gl ¢ Fohd Fifdh gAR I ARG N9 dfgar & ddadaaq#n
HERTOT T Gl o Igd AR &1 SR 3N Gfear o AdieTas FET Tl
$r Fread 50,000 g

o Ideally it should be made available for free given that it contains binding legal standards
and is very important from a public health perspective.

e & F S8 AFA H 3T FAT STAT TV Fifeh SHH SEGhRT Hlofell Heleh

g § 3R 7 e LT & TiReHIOr § dgd Hgca ol &l

e Once the IPC sets the permissible limits for NDMA in Ranitidine, ideally, the
manufacturers of Ranitidine who cannot comply with the impurity standards laid down
by the IPC either stop manufacturing Ranitidine or drug inspectors prosecute these
manufacturers for manufacturing “not of standard quality” drugs.

T IR IPC AR & NDMA & faw w&ipd dar FuiRa a0 o, aF 3med &9 4,
Yafefesr & @aTar St IPC garT UTR 31[efer #Aeht &1 dlelel w81 AT Hehel, A
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YAfefss &1 &0 §g a7 & a1 gar et s AT’ & e At ot
T A" AT A & v HfFAT Tarw|
o Separate and apart from the role of the IPC in setting standards, there is the question of

who in government is responsible for acting to prohibit a drug from being sold in the
market once a public health concern has been flagged anywhere in the world.

IPC &1 ${ffeT HATeTeh TS Ll H 3eleT &, TE Faldl 36T & fob THR & et @1
afed SFeR & ote fonell wrdarfas Fareea Rt giaar & fodr off Redy &
RAfETa fFar a=r &, aF 39 gar & §9R & S I § Ul & [T FRAS IR &

|

e Under Section 26A of The Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 only the central
government, or more precisely, the Drug Regulation Section within the Ministry of
Health has the power to prohibit the manufacture and sale of drugs in the country.

gansit 3R died yaresr AfafATe, 1940 & URT 26A & dgd Shad g EIGR, AT 3iAFH
ES ®O ), FARELT HATET & 39T AAAF e & 918 T H ansit & fsAior 3i
foshr 9 ufaeyr o &1 3fOeER g1

e This section in the Ministry lacks the technical competence to perform its job since it is
typically headed by a faceless Joint Secretary from the civil services who knows little
about the pharmaceutical industry or pharmacology.

HATT A SH [T H Adhelteht &1 H1 1 § Fifh Tg HAAN T Afder fansit
& T IAAH WIFT AT a1 97 BT &, o SraATgReawe 3gahT a1 wraATreisn
F IR H FA AEERT gdr B

e Perhaps it is now time, after a $2.2 billion settlement, for the Ministry of Health to
swing into action and issue an order under Section 26A prohibiting with immediate
effect, the continued manufacture and sale of Ranitidine in the country.

RIS 3T THI 31T AT §, T $2.2 Rfeaa & gasild & 91, Taeg A & HRAS
# TR URT 26A & Toc G STRT el 1, Torgd i gomma a¥faefBa s e #
foaRar faater 3R fadhr W fae o
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A financial tightrope walk for A.P.

The annual Budget for 2024-25 paints a grim picture of the State’s finances

GS Paper Il
\Vote-on-account
r STATE OF PLAY —I

G.V.R. Subba Rao
subbarao.gavaravarapu@
thehindu.co.in

fter presenting two
A vote-on-account Bud-
gets, Andhra Pradesh

Finance Minister Payyavula
Keshav presented the annual
Budget for the financial year
2024-25 on November 11. The
annual Budget, fiscal policy
statement and Comptroller
Auditor General (CAG) reports
tabled in the A.P. Assembly
paint a grim picture of the
State’s finances, and the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government will have to
cross many hurdles if it is to
fulfil its promises — particular-
ly the ‘Super Six’, made dur-
ing the run-up to the 2024
general election.

Second, going by fiscal
trends, the State finances are
heavily stressed. Third, the
State government has to aug-
ment its resources, to repay
within the next seven years,
39.15% of the debt, which now
stands at ¥1,39,567.14 crore.

A cursory look at the Bud-
get document indicates a deci-
sion to postpone implementa-
tion of some key electoral
promises. The Budget pro-
vides limited scope for ambi-
tious projects. The govern-
ment has not allocated any
funds for the poll promises ex-
cept for ‘Deepam 2.0” and ‘Tal-
liki vandanam’. There is an al-
location of ¥2,684 crore for
the ‘Deepam 2.0 scheme’ and
¥6,500 crore for “Talliki vanda-
nam’, a poll promise of
15,000 a year to each school-
going child. There is no men-
tion of the other major poll
promises including a 1,500
monthly pension for women
(19 to 59 years); the creation of
20 lakh jobs, a ¥3,000 month-
ly unemployment allowance,

Andhra
Pradesh

and also free bus travel for wo-
men. The cost of implement-
ing all these major poll pro-
mises is an estimated ¥74,000
crore an annum. Despite fi-
nancial challenges, the NDA
government has managed to
allocate ¥85,577 crore for wel-
fare, focusing on women and
children, minorities, Back-
ward Classes, Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

Impact of debt liabilities
Restoring A.P.s financial sta-
tus to a state of health will be
an arduous task. The govern-
ment will have to focus on
debt liabilities. The State’s to-
tal debt at the end of FY2022-
23 was 32.17% of the Gross
State Domestic  Product
(GSDP); but when off-Budget
borrowings are included, it
amounts to 43.80%, exceed-
ing Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management limits.
The public debt-GSDP ratio of
Andhra Pradesh increased
from 22.15% in 201819 to
27.05% in 2022-23. The State
projects a fiscal deficit of 4.3%,
which exceeds the Finance
Commission’s recommended
3%. This raises questions
about Andhra Pradesh’s bor-
rowing capacity and its ability
to pump in money for projects
such as ‘Capital Amaravati’.
The government has se-
cured funding of 315,000
crore from multilateral fund-
ing agencies through the cen-
tral government for develop-
ing the trunk infrastructure in
the dream city of Amaravati,
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that was abandoned for five
years. The financial assistance
from external agencies for
Amaravati will be in the form
of a loan, which again impacts
future financial commitment.

There has been a massive
cut on financial outgo when it
comes to the predecessor YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) go-
vernment’s populist measures
and schemes. The Budget has
hinted at a paradigm shift to
develop infrastructure. Des-
pite this, the capital expendi-
ture is estimated to be
¥32,712.84 crore, while the re-
venue expenditure is estimat-
ed at ¥2,35,916.99 crore.

Mr. Keshav said, “What we
are doing is aimed at restart-
ing the financial wheels of the
state.” There is no clear road
map how the government pro-
poses to do this. Instead, the
Budget says that the govern-
ment would have to raise
X71,000 crore from open mar-
ket borrowings out of the total
outlay of ¥2.94 lakh crore. A
CAG report (2022-24) has said
“the finances ...is marked by
increasing trend of liabilities
(debt, guarantees, off-budget
borrowings, etc.) which pose
(a) risk to (the) target of debt
stabilisation and debt sustain-
ability.” The State has a com-
mitted expenditure of nearly
1.30 lakh crore annually to-
wards salaries, pensions, loan
repayments and interests. The
salaries of 11.79 lakh em-
ployees and 3.59 lakh pen-
sioners are ¥57,827 crore and
T21,696 crore, respectively;
salaries and pensions will be
X79,523 crore. Interest pay-
ments and debt servicing is
around ¥29,295 crore.

The government also needs
to bring down the dependen-
cy on borrowed funds and for-
mulate a debt management
strategy. The focus must be to-
wards wealth creation rather
than just bridging the revenue
or fiscal deficits.

A financial
tightrope walk
for A.P.

3T YU & faw
i sfears

o After presenting two
vote-on-account Budgets,
Andhra Pradesh Finance
Minister Payyavula Keshav
presented the annual Budget
for the financial year 2024-25
on November 11.

al ale-3iT-UhISe dolc
TG e & S, Y geRr
& e w0 sTager FwE
11 sIgeR & AT av 2024-
25 % T ari¥e dolc T&dd
e

o The annual Budget,
fiscal policy statement, and
Comptroller Auditor
General (CAG) reports
tabled in the A.P. Assembly
paint a grim picture of the
State’s finances.

i dofe, Ao Afd
geFdey 3R fAgw 3k
Agra@Ia{IaT® (CAG) &1
RO 3mer goer Au=as T 7
75T & fadg g@oe & aief]
feafa #r i &1

. The National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government will have to
cross many hurdles to fulfill
its promises — particularly
the ‘Super Six’, made during
the run-up to the 2024
general election.
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USE Selclifaeh el (NDA) TR &l 39el dlal &l QU el & foIU &g amemsit
@I IR AT g — A &9 § G {Fw, Sl 2024 & A FoAd & SRI=T he a0
|

The State finances are heavily stressed, with 39.15% of the debt, which now stands at
%1,39,567.14 crore, due for repayment within the next seven years.

5T & AT greid 9 ga1a &, foa9 39.15% &a, S 319 £1,39,567.14 FU5 &, 39T
AT ast H Geohell HT B

The Budget provides limited scope for ambitious projects. The government has not
allocated any funds for poll promises except for ‘Deepam 2.0’ and ‘Talliki vandanam’.

Solc # #Agcarshiell IRANSESN & fav AT des fhar 27 §1 TWHR o gaArd
arel & fov & 2.0’ 3R ‘afafF aegeTd’ FI SISH FS 3T $3 JEfed FAdr fhar
gl

¥2,684 crore has been allocated for the ‘Deepam 2.0 scheme’, and 6,500 crore for
‘Talliki vandanam’.

%2,684 U3 QYA 2.0 AT & v 3 6,500 8 ‘dfafd aegad’ & v mafed
fpar arar gl

The other major poll promises, including ¥1,500 monthly pension for women (19 to 59
years), the creation of 20 lakh jobs, ¥3,000 monthly unemployment allowance, and free
bus travel for women, are not mentioned.

3 GHE FAET a1, foretd Afgensit & T 21,500 ATfd dore (19 & 59 a¥), 20
o AlSRET T Fore, 3,000 ATTES SRS §1T, 3R ARG & foIw qFT @ arn
A &, #1 Soo@ ET B

The cost of implementing all these major poll promises is an estimated ¥74,000 crore
annually.

goT Tl W@ AT drel T o] A Sl AT ofeTed 74,000 F03 9 a¥ &
Despite financial challenges, the NDA government has allocated ¥85,577 crore for

welfare, focusing on women, children, minorities, Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes,
and Scheduled Tribes.

o gAlfaat & STasie, NDA THR @ wedor & fow 85,577 #U3 mdfed fhar g,
S \fgemsit, seat, sreaaeast, od sfadt, segfad snfaat 3R e
STASIAAT T &I higd fohar =T gl

Impact of debt liabilities

Fol SAGHT FT IHT
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Restoring A.P.’s financial status will be an arduous task. The government will have to
focus on debt liabilities.

3 e i fadiy Pufa & T & TaTT T T Hicd T g1 TSR F ol

SACY W €A shigd LT g1am|
The State’s total debt at the end of FY2022-23 was 32.17% of the Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP); but when off-Budget borrowings are included, it amounts to
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43.80%, exceeding Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management limits.
TS AT Fol Tl FY2022-23 % 37 A 32.17% AT Hhel AT WX 3c91G (GSDP)

AfheT JI9 3iT-goie IURY = iR oFar Srar §, ar u‘g43.80%a$q§”€m%,a’r

T SFAeY 3R g9 yeua & dar O 30w g

e The public debt-GSDP ratio of Andhra Pradesh increased from 22.15% in 2018-19 to
27.05% in 2022-23.

3MTY YA I WAslielsh Hol-GSDP 3fefdlcl 2018-19 # 22.15% A Tt 2022-23 &

27.05% gl I=T|

e The State projects a fiscal deficit of 4.3%, which exceeds the Finance Commission’s
recommended 3%.

U 4.3% T AT ©TeT T Il ¢, 5if fae 3raier &y F{orier fhe 7w 3% &
37w

e The government has secured funding of 15,000 crore from multilateral funding
agencies through the central government for developing the trunk infrastructure in the
dream city of Amaravati.

WHR o FGIT THR F ATCITHA T 15,000 FAS FHT ST Ired fhar § AecroleloT
IS TSIl @, S HERTEA & AT F AR A FLT AT e & A & fow
gl

e The financial assistance from external agencies for Amaravati will be in the form of a
loan, impacting future financial commitments.

HATIA & AT Tl TATaAl & Ao arel AT dgrar ®or & &7 & gefl, &y
wiasy 1 o gfdecedist W wa Srelel|

e There has been a massive cut in financial outgo for the predecessor YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) government’s populist measures and schemes.

qaddi YSR HiE UEl (YSRCP) IR &I dlehel$iTae] Afeli3it 3N 3urdi W oy
T H 9 ek fr 715 g

e The capital expenditure is estimated at ¥32,712.84 crore, while the revenue expenditure
is estimated at ¥2,35,916.99 crore.

QoteTel o3 &l 3TN T32,712.84 F3 &, SIdfch TTEd T T 37AT ¥2,35,916.99
FUS &

e The Budget says that the government would have to raise ¥71,000 crore from open
market borrowings out of the total outlay of ¥2.94 lakh crore.
SolC gl ¢ foh TIRR HT 71,000 FA3 FI ol d16IR A 3UR ol HT ARl
gIaM, ST 22.94 9@ FUT & Fel 3Mded A § glam|

o A CAG report (2022-24) has said “the finances are marked by increasing trend of

liabilities (debt, guarantees, off-budget borrowings, etc.) which pose a risk to the target
of debt stabilisation and debt sustainability.”

Teh CAG RA¥E (2022-24) ot Fgr ¢ “Tada ufa 7 ey (Fot, IR, 3iTh-Ioic 3URY
aﬁ)wmgmw%,ﬁaﬁﬁaﬁwwaﬁ?ﬁmé;aﬁ%ﬁmaﬁm
der FIar B

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

e The State has a committed expenditure of nearly ¥1.30 lakh crore annually towards
salaries, pensions, loan repayments, and interest.

T Fr ter [ARRTd @l § St &7 ITel 79T 1.30 o S 8T &, forgd ddH,
4RI, ROT YehiclT, 3R sT1eT LA B

e The salaries of 11.79 lakh employees and 3.59 lakh pensioners are ¥57,827 crore and
¥21,696 crore, respectively.

11.79 9 HAARAT 3R 3.59 ARG GAALTRAT & ddA 57,827 U3 3R el 21,696

FUS §, hA:|
¢ Interest payments and debt servicing are around ¥29,295 crore.
SATST ITcTeT 3 ol FaT wITerT 29,295 FS B |

e The government also needs to bring down the dependency on borrowed funds and
formulate a debt management strategy.
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Tax cuts may have saved 33 lakh crore for India’s corporates

In the five years since FY20, company profits grew at 32.5% while corporate taxes paid grew at only 18.6%

]GS Paper |ll: Corporate Tax |

| DATA POINT

Samreen Wani

axed at a significantly low-
T er rate following the intro-

duction of the concession-
al tax regime in 2019, India’s
largest corporates may have saved
over 33 lakh crore in tax payments
since then. This is in addition to
over %8 lakh crore in revenue fore-
gone through various deductions
granted to companies in the de-
cade since 2012-13 (FY13).

Experts note that while the tax
cuts point towards the need to ra-
tionalise tax incentives, a decline
in corporate tax-gross domestic
product (GDP) ratio could limit the
government’s ability to finance ad-
ditional development
expenditure.

Until 2019, a corporate tax rate
of 25% was levied on domestic
companies with an annual turnov-
er of up to ¥400 crore. It was 30%
for the rest. The new tax regime
slashed the rate to 22% as long as
the companies forgo certain de-
ductions under the Income Tax
(IT) Act. In addition to this, tax
rates for new manufacturing com-
panies were lower, provided they
fulfilled certain conditions.

Suranjali Tandon, Associate
Professor at NIPFP, explains that
the new tax regime is indicative of
a preference for a “simpler tax sys-
tem with lower rates” as corporate
tax rates have undergone changes
at different points before to align
with the country’s economic
priorities.

“However, there is no consen-
sus on the optimal corporate tax
rates as this may vary as per eco-
nomic circumstances and con-
text,” she says.

R. Nagaraj, Distinguished Se-
nior Fellow at IIT Bombay, argues
that a reduction in corporate tax
rates mainly serves the “class inter-
ests” of the “business community”
- evident in the simultaneous in-
crease in luxury consumption.
“This is the standard Laffer curve

argument which was popular dur-
ing the Reagan administration in
America. But we do not have any
evidence of this working anywhere
in the world, especially not in In-
dia.” To get a sense of the amount
saved in taxes as a result of this in-
centive, data of India’s largest
companies, those on the BSE 500
index, were considered, which
were sourced from the Capitaline
database.

So, until FY19, The Hindu’s ana-
lysis shows, the effective tax rate
for these companies, which is the
average rate at which the profits
(before taxes) of corporations are
taxed, was 30% or higher. The ra-
tio declined in the subsequent
years, and touched a low of 21.2%
in FY24. Moreover, the top 10% of
the BSE 500 companies continued
to enjoy lower effective tax rates
compared to the overall average
for all companies, even as the gap
has considerably narrowed in re-
cent years (Table 1).

“As large companies opt for the
new regime, the lower effective tax
rate is expected,” says Prof.
Tandon.

In absolute terms, this could
have translated into a tax saving of
roughly ¥3.14 lakh crore for these
companies since FY20.

The figures were estimated by
calculating the compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) in taxes paid
by companies in the five years end-
ing at FY19 (which was 11.5%) and
also assuming a similar rate of
growth for the subsequent years
until FY24 had the tax cuts not
been introduced, provided all oth-
er factors remained constant (Ta-
ble 2).

Company profits grew at a
much slower pace at 10.4% in the
five years ending at FY19. In the
five years since FY20, however,
company profits have grown at a
rate of 32.5% while corporate taxes
paid by these companies have
done so only by 18.6%.

Apart from tax rates and profits,
the level of economic activity also
influences corporate tax collec-
tions, says Zico Dasgupta, Assis-
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tant Professor of Economics at
Azim Premji University.

While the intent behind such
changes was to encourage private
investment, create jobs and “esta-
blish a globally competitive busi-
ness environment for certain dom-
estic companies”, Prof. Dasgupta
says there is little evidence to sug-
gest that tax incentives make busi-
nesses more competitive.

... But since tax concession also
means forgone expenditures by
the government, it seems to me
that the more important policy
question pertains to a cost-benefit
analysis of providing greater tax
concession.”

He says, “The corporate tax
concessions announced in the pre-
COVID-19 period do not seem to be
based on such considerations.”

Prof. Tandon notes that since
the incentives coincided with the
pandemic, the evidence to suggest
increased private sector invest-
ments due to rate cuts is “mixed”.
“Nevertheless, the profitability of
companies has allowed them to
create reserves and to invest in
current assets. In part, the antici-
pated demand can influence the
decision to make capital invest-
ments.”

Companies also avail tax con-
cessions in the form of deductions
under various sections of the IT
Act. For instance, tax incentives
are granted on donations made to
charitable trusts, contributions to
political parties, expenditure on
scientific research or on profits of
undertakings set-up in north-east-
ern States among others. The go-
vernment calculates the revenue
impact of such concessions in the
Budget document each year and
this is done for a larger database of
over 10 lakh companies.

Revenue forgone due to such
deductions amounts to ¥8.22 lakh
crore in the decade ended FY22
(latest data). The data show an un-
derestimation of the revenue im-
pact in six of the ten years consi-
dered (Table 3).

With inputs from Sindhu Hariharan
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Impact analysis

The tables were sourced from Budget documents and the Capitaline
database. It also includes The Hindu’s calculations

Ao
Pty T iy PR \
5 Lt 2l I WA

TIWH Wy oyl et |

Table 1: shows the effective tax rate in %

AlIIBSES500 |Top 10%
2013-14 28.9 283
2014-15 323 29.5
2015-16 33.5 21.8
2016-17 29.8 26.7
2017-18 319 26.1
2018-19 336 28.9
2019-20* 33.1 249
2020-21 252 23.7
2021-22 215 20.5
2022-23 227 23
2023-24 21.2 19.9

Note: Shows data for BSE 500 companies
* Tax cuts introduced

Table 2 source: Capitaline, The Hindu's
calculations

The Capitaline database collects data
from disclosures in the companies’
annual reports wherever available

A BSE 500 companies represent
asizable share of the market

capitalisation on the BSE

Table 3: shows the revenue
impact of the major tax incentives
for corporate taxpayers, in 2crore.
It also shows the projected
revenue impact in 2crore. The
data show an underestimation of
the revenue impact in six of the 10
years considered

In 2crore

Table 2: shows tax data for BSE500 companies Revenue |Projected
for which figures were available? Impact revenue
In 2crore impact

Year |Corporate | Corporate 2012-13 | 68,720.0 |68,007.6

taxes tax

(Actuals) |projections 2013-14 [57,793.0 [76,116.3
Y14 [149,125.1 2014-15 | 65,067.2 |62,398.6
FY15 |1,63,629.6 2015-16 | 76,857.7 |68,711.0
FY16 |1,68,073.0 2016-17 | 86,144.8 |83,492.0
FY17 |1,86,720.6 2017-18 |93,642.5 |85,026.1
gig ;gg;ﬁgz 2018-19 [1,08,113 |1,08,785.4
FY20 |2,02,379.1 |2.81,8978 2019-20 [94,109.8 [99,842.1
FY21 (2345740 13,14 295.2 2020-21 [75,2180 |1,03,285.5
FY22 [2,91,037.9 [3,50,415.8 2021-22|96,892.4 |84,394.6
FY23 |3,31,247.7 |3,90,687.6 2022-23 |- 1,09,333.4
FY24 |3,99,758.4 |4,35,587.7 Sum 8,22,558.5
Sum |14,58,997 |17,72,884 |-3,13,887.1 )

A B AB Source: Budget documents

ﬁ;zsoutm g:lzc:rporate axattuals for In Table 3, the rows in bold are

2 under estimations
B: Sum of FY20 to FY24 for corporate tax Impact estimates for FY23 were
projections (at a CAGR of 11.5%) unavailable
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Tax cuts may have saved X3 lakh crore for India’s
corporates

HRA & $ARkeH & AT T3 a@ FUT &1 ¢aq Feldt @
T9d & dahdl §

e In the five years since FY20, company profits grew at 32.5% while corporate taxes paid
grew at only 18.6%

FY20 % STg 97 aut &, Hafaral & #FAmh # 32.5% T Jefe §S, SIafh PARe I
83T Shael 18.6% 4T |

¢ Taxed at a significantly lower rate following the introduction of the concessional tax
regime in 2019, India’s largest corporates may have saved over ¥3 lakh crore in tax
payments since then.

2019 # concessional ¢ SHGEAT I YBITA & dIe, R HT TG §81 HUfAdl o e
U 39 e T ATE FO3 A 3(F Sy arael & gad T g Hehall

e This is in addition to over ¥8 lakh crore in revenue foregone through various deductions
granted to companies in the decade since 2012-13 (FY13).

% 3TTdT, HATIAT HI 2012-13 (FY13) T o ek & e faffiest welfaar &
mmﬁ%smmsﬁmaﬁrmmﬁgél

o Experts note that while the tax cuts point towards the need to rationalize tax incentives,
a decline in corporate tax-GDP ratio could limit the government’s ability to finance
additional development expenditure.

TAAYAT T FgaT & 5 STafh SFT Feldr T TFT WNcTBAl P dhTId TATd I
3TERIHAT T Hebcd AT §, PIANC SFH-GDP 37T & e & TWHR &
yfaRed e gy & ARG F HI &THIT W 3 98 FhaT gl

e Until 2019, a corporate tax rate of 25% was levied on domestic companies with an
annual turnover of up to 400 crore. It was 30% for the rest.

2019 T, B[ HUAT TR TofeTehT aTfiieh T 400 IS Teh AT, 25% T HIARE
&FH S ST AT AT| SThr & fAT g 30% AT

¢ The new tax regime slashed the rate to 22% as long as the companies forgo certain
deductions under the Income Tax (IT) Act.

TS T TITAT A T Pl 22% FT 2T, 92t Fufaram 3mast (IT) b a7 & dgd
o Helfadl # oI5 &

e In addition to this, tax rates for new manufacturing companies were lower, provided they
fulfilled certain conditions.

SHS el 75 Aegtheraiar Hufaal & fav Sorq a¥ o of, 9ot 3=gia $o ol &t
ERURC I
e Suranjali Tandon, Associate Professor at NIPFP, explains that the new tax regime is

indicative of a preference for a "simpler tax system with lower rates" as corporate tax
rates have undergone changes at different points before to align with the country’s
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economic priorities.

U d5eT, NIPFP &1 Hgrdeh e, adldl ¢ oh 7S o cgaedr "|uNoT oy
guel 3R &7 e & UeT H §, Fife e g U & ugd o gHI-987T W
Jeora fru 91T § arfes I ger &7 e WUfASast & A Ad @1 Jo |

o "However, there is no consensus on the optimal corporate tax rates as this may vary as
per economic circumstances and context," she says.

"gTeliteh, 8 T IS TgATT 81 § T 3Mee Hidle ¢og X Fa1 gielr =iy, it
Ig e aRfeufaat 3k et & 3eTaR e 7 el 8, 36 Fear ol

e R. Nagaraj, Distinguished Senior Fellow at IIT Bombay, argues that a reduction in
corporate tax rates mainly serves the "class interests" of the "business community"—
evident in the simultaneous increase in luxury consumption.

R. RIS, |IT §iqs & Distinguished Senior Fellow, d& &¥d § & aRe &g e &
HAT HET T ¥ "AEER—S FHAT" & " Rl 1 QU tcdl g Taemiaar
ud #H Felddl ¥ TIse gl

e "This is the standard Laffer curve argument which was popular during the Reagan
administration in America. But we do not have any evidence of this working anywhere in
the world, especially not in India."

"Jg Laffer curve &l ATHAT de g, ST ARSI & W AT & ERTeT AlhiT AT
oAfchel AR U1 Sk HIH el Hl Plg JHT A6l §, I ART H|"

e To get a sense of the amount saved in taxes as a result of this incentive, data of India’s
largest companies, those on the BSE 500 index, were considered, which were sourced
from the Capitaline database.

$H WicHTeo & IRUTHAETEY CFH H Fud i TR T AT ol & T, R dhr
TIH F37 FIAAT o 3T, Sit BSE 500 3399 W Y, T €17 H I@T 9141, Y Capitaline
sy 9 o r arar 2|

e So, until FY19, the effective tax rate for these companies, which is the average rate at
which the profits (before taxes) of corporations are taxed, was 30% or higher.

an, FY19 A, 37 Sufral & forw gemel ¢ oX, it o shuforal & A=mh (it & Tge)
T A Bl arell 3 &X gl &, 30% A1 3Ed e o

e The ratio declined in the subsequent years, and touched a low of 21.2% in FY24.
3He]ITT 3T IS A weT, R FY24 F Tg 21.2% F fAdel TR ah qg 141

e Moreover, the top 10% of the BSE 500 companies continued to enjoy lower effective tax
rates compared to the overall average for all companies, even as the gap has
considerably narrowed in recent years.

S8 37elTdl, BSE 500 T o 10% Hufardl @ @l Hufaat & dor 3iad & Joem &
gt g e H T 1 BrIer AT WT §, gl g7 & aui # IE 3T FHhr g
IR

e "As large companies opt for the new regime, the lower effective tax rate is expected,”
says Prof. Tandon.

"S- TS FUERAT AS SIIEAT FT TAT &, FHT ST T H FAr Y 37 &
IhaR T8I hgal gl
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e In absolute terms, this could have translated into a tax saving of roughly ¥3.14 lakh
crore for these companies since FY20.

FY20 & 91, SHHT Adc Ig g Thdl g [ 3o HUTIAl o [olT olITe7dT T3.14 A1
NS A ¢FF I9T g5 &

e The figures were estimated by calculating the compound annual growth rate (CAGR)
in taxes paid by companies in the five years ending at FY19 (which was 11.5%) and also

assuming a similar rate of growth for the subsequent years until FY24 had the tax cuts
not been introduced.

s 36 TR IefATAd fhw v & & Hufazi gart FY19 # @A gl arel i
ast # a1 fohw v & & compound annual growth rate (CAGR) & fgare
ST AT AT (S 11.5% M) 3R I8 A §C o6 A Soa sheldd o o7eh v el
dl FY24 @ 30Tl ast 7 gef aX @A Gl

e Company profits grew at a much slower pace at 10.4% in the five years ending at FY19.
YA & FATH A FY19 H FACT g dTel qra It # 10.4% HT §g o a1fq &
ECEE]

¢ In the five years since FY20, however, company profits have grown at a rate of 32.5%
while corporate taxes paid by these companies have done so only by 18.6%.

glefifeh, FY20 & qTg 9 asi &, shuell & HATh #H 32.5% HT gefer 'g’é g, Sdfh 3
Hufeal ganT Tt U 1T HlARe FH 7 Haer 18.6% H i g3 &l
e Apart from tax rates and profits, the level of economic activity also influences corporate

tax collections, says Zico Dasgupta, Assistant Professor of Economics at Azim Premji
University.

&g e R HAh & 3rarar, e afafafer w1 waw o wale o dag W ueE
3TIdT &, S8 & Zico Dasgupta, Azim Premji University & 379RMET & g
I |

e While the intent behind such changes was to encourage private investment, create jobs
and "establish a globally competitive business environment for certain domestic
companies", Prof. Dasgupta
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The right to work deleted

Why has there been a surge in the deletion of workers from job cards? Does this have any relation to the government making Aadhaar-based payment systems
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(ABPS) mandatory in MGNREGA? What is the procedure to be followed to undertake deletions?

GS Paper II: Right to work

ECONOMIC NOTES

Chakradhar Buddha
Rajendran Narayanan

entral to the Mahatma Gandhi

National Rural Employment

Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) is

the legal right to work for 100
days per year per rural household. Each
household gets a unique job card
containing the list of all its registered
adults. One cannot work in MGNREGA
without a job card. Addition of new
members to job cards happens upon
furnishing appropriate documents
establishing adulthood.

Schedule II, Paragraph 23 of the Act
outlines the procedure for deletions of
workers from job cards — “If the Gram
panchayat is satisfied at anytime that a
person has registered with it by furnishing
false information, it may direct the
Programme Officer to direct his name to
be struck off from the register and direct
the applicant to return the job card:™
Regarding due process, it says that a
deleted worker, if alive, must be “given an
opportunity of being heard in the
presence of two independent persons.”

Guidelines for deletion

Implementation guidelines for MGNREGA
are available in Master Circulars which are
released either annually or once in two
years by the Ministry of Rural
Development (MORD). The Master
Circular from 2021-22 specifies clear
protocols for worker deletions as follows.
A job card can only be deleted under the
following situations: (a) when a household
permanently migrates, (b) the job card is
found to be a duplicate, (c) it was issued
based on forged documents.

Additionally, if a Gram Panchayat is
reclassified as a Municipal Corporation,
all job cards in that panchayat are
deleted. In line with the Act, the circular
emphasises due process, requiring
independent verification by the
Programme Officer before any deletions.
Moreover, all deletions must be
documented, reported to the Gram
Sabha/Ward Sabha, and updated in the
MGNREGA Management Information
System (MIS). The MIS is the digital
architecture of MGNREGA. Beyond the
listed reasons, the MGNREGA MIS has
dropdowns in its menu with 12 reasons
for deletions of workers and job cards.
Some of which are “Duplicate Applicant”,
“Fake Applicant®, “Not willing to work”
etc.

In 2021-22, 1.49 crore workers were
deleted, which surged to 5.53 crore in
2022-23 resulting in a 247% increase in
deletions in 2022-23. In the last four years,
names 0f 10.43 crore MGNREGA workers
across India have been deleted.

The surge of deletions in 202223
coincided with the period when the
Union Government issued several
circulars making Aadhaar-based payment
systems (ABPS) mandatory in MGNREGA.
For ABPS to work, as a first step, every
worker’s Aadhaar number had to be
seeded with her job card. Senior officials
rely on the percentage of workers whose
Aadhaar has been seeded with their
respective job cards as a metric of
compliance. Strict diktats were issued to
field officials to increase this percentage.

In response to questions in the Lok
Sabha on February 6, 2024, regarding
worker deletions in MGNREGA, the
Minister of State for Rural Development,
Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, in a written reply

T

In2021-22, 1.49 crore workers were deleted, which surged to 5.53 crore in 2022-23 resulting in 2 247% increase in deletions in 2022-23.AFP

Disappearing jobs

In the last four years, names of 10.43 crore MGNREGA workers across India have been deleted

Since 2022, close to 1.65 lakh workers have
been deleted. Following are the top five States

Bihar (s3]
West Bengal 232)
Azt ———®
odisha D
Gujarat ®
0 20 40 60

Deleted workers (in thousands)

Five main reasons for deleting the names of
2.67 lakh workers (excluding West Bengal)

Number | Percentage for
of each reason
workers | (rounded to
deleted | nearest whole
number)
Not willing to work | 1,89,555 | 7
Duplicatejobcard | 21,705 [ 8
Duplicate applicant | 12,630 | 5
Non-existent in
Panchayat 10,690 \ 4
Family had been
] o |

stated: “Updation and deletion of job
cards is a regular exercise conducted by
the States and Union Territories under
MGNREGS. These actions are undertaken
to maintain accuracy and transparency.”
However, a paper published in the
Economic and Political Weekly by
Chakradhar Buddha and Laavanya
Tamang establishes how field officials
resorted to deleting job cards without
verification in a rush to increase ABPS
compliance percentage. Deleting workers
is akin to reducing the denominator to
make the fraction bigger.

Methodology followed
The overall number of workers deleted in
each State can be easily obtained from the
MIS but accessing the official reason in
the MIS for such deletions is
computationally intense. So, to investigate
the reasons for deletions we have
resorted to statistical sampling. We
randomly sampled one block each in 21
States for the last four financial years
including the current one. This yielded
data of worker deletions from 1,914
villages. In our sample, more than 2.98
lakh workers were deleted with nearly
1.65 lakh of them being deleted in 2022-23
and around 30,000 deleted in the last six
months alone. Figure 1 shows the five
States with maximum worker deletions
(rounded off) in our sampled villages.
Nearly 53,000 workers were deleted in
Madanpur block in Aurangabad district of
Bihar and around 32,000 workers in
Mayureshwar-I block in Birbhum district
of West Bengal were deleted. There is
noticeable intra-block variation in the

number of workers deleted. For instance,
in Madanpur block, 4,877 workers were
deleted in Dakshini Umanga village while
only three were deleted in Shekhpur
village. The situation in West Bengal is
different from the rest of the States. As
the Union Government has not released
any funds to West Bengal from December
26, 2021, no MGNREGA work has
happened here since then. In our
sampled block in West Bengal, the
number of workers deleted jumped from
550 in 2021-22 to 31,861 in the next year.
Out of these, half were officially
categorised as “Duplicate Applicant”
while 10,446 workers who were deleted
were categorised as “Non-existent in
Panchayat.”

Job cards provide the legal guarantee to
work at any time, not just on the day
when deletions happen. Deleting
workers’ names from job cards on
grounds of “not willing to work”, denies
the worker her legal right to work. And
et this is the main reason for deleting
nearly 1.90 lakh workers in our sample.
This is also the main official deletion
reason in the MIS for each of the four
years in our sample; from 63% of
deletions in 2021-22, it jumped to 83% in
the ongoing financial year. What is more
intriguing is that nearly 20,000 workers
who got deleted as “Not willing to work”,
actually worked or demanded work in the
same financial year in which their names
were deleted. In our interactions with
civil society organisations working on
MGNREGA across 10 States, we found that
deletions are often not carried out
through Gram Sabhas as mandated by the

Act and, alarmingly, without the workers’
knowledge. We have also met workers
who are victims of wrongful deletions.
Further, the official reason for deleting
1,500 workers in our sample is “Village
becomes urban.” This reason is observed
in 153 out of 1,914 villages in our sample.
But as per the Act, if a village becomes
urban, then the job cards of all the
workers in that village would have to be
deleted. So clearly, using this reason to
delete a subset of workers appears
absurd.

Sticking points

Since our sample contains all the
transactions of deletions in the selected
blocks, the trend we observe is likely to
hold for the whole country although the
actual proportions might fluctuate a little.
Two points from the data are hard to
believe. First, despite high rural
unemployment, as per official reasons,
71% of workers in our sample are “not
willing to work.” Second, the
government’s claims that the surge in
deletions has no connection with making
ABPS mandatory although all the
circumstantial evidence concerning
deletions suggest otherwise. The
response to our RTI application from
MoRD suggests that, despite listing
deletion reasons in the MIS, the ministry
has not conducted any verification and
analysis of deletion reasons, including the
‘Not willing to work’ reason. This further
corroborates the arbitrariness concerning
the violations of the right to work.

Adhering to the verification processes
and protocols outlined in the Act and
Master Circular is crucial to prevent
arbitrary deletions. Conducting
independent audits, regular reviews,
involving gram sabhas and efficient
grievance redress systems can reduce
irregularities. Training Gram Panchayats
to conduct impartial inquiries and
including worker representatives in
decision-making panels are needed.
Public consultations and proactive
measures to enhance transparency,
accountability, and fairness are vital to
guarantee MGNREGA’s mandate of
employment and social justice.

Buddha & Narayanan are affiliated with
LibTech India. Narayanan is a faculty
member at Azim Premji University,
Bangalore. The views expressed are
personal. The authors thank Suguna
Bheemerasetti of LibTech India for scraping
the data for this analysis.
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The MGNREGA scheme ensures.
the right to work for 100 days
per year per rural household.
However, it has been observed
that there is an increasing
number of worker deletions
with a total of 10.43 crore
MGNREGA workers across the
country in the past four years
alone

v

The surge of deletions in
2022-23 coincided with the
period when the Union
Government issued several
circulars making
Aadhaar-based payment
systems (ABPS) mandatory in
MGNREGA

v

Deleting workers” names from
job cards on grounds of “not
willing to work", denies the
worker her legal right to work.
And yet this is the main reason
for deleting 1.90 lakh workers
in the sample surveyed
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The Right to Work Deleted
HIH FHT ATYFR ger=T

Central to the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) is the legal right to work for 100 days per year per
rural household.

ABTCAT IR TSI ATAoT VSR IRET FATAIF (FAA9m) & 39
arAtor aRERt F g AF 9§ 100 e F1 F1 FIA FT Flefelt AAFR 2

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Each household gets a unique job card containing the list of all its registered adults.
gcdh IRAR & T faflse Sta F18 [foar & St s aeft dolled aaehi & g
g &

One cannot work in MGNREGA without a job card.

S 3 fFT AR H ST F1E & 9T HT 8T HT bl

Addition of new members to job cards happens upon furnishing appropriate documents
establishing adulthood.

FAEHAT TMAT Fe Tl 3T SEASST T el W ST 18 H AT J&T 1S
S &

Schedule Il, Paragraph 23 of the Act outlines the procedure for deletions of workers
from job cards.

HRATATH 6T 3T 1, ITedG 23 F Sid H1S & HTART & geTT AT AT GFHAT A1
faavor feam amr g

A Gram Panchayat can delete a worker if it is satisfied that the worker has
registered with false information.

IfE I TIIdT TE e B 6 AfAw o S8 IRy o dSlieor T § v a8
HTAE P gerel & Ader & TR g

The Programme Officer is required to ensure due process, including giving the deleted
worker an opportunity to be heard in the presence of two independent persons.

HRAHHA HAFR HT due process FARTT FAT 3Taeas g, TG gerw 0 H4fAH Hr
al ¥acd safdadt @ 3ufFAfa 7 gerar$ &1 3w o anfAer g

The Master Circular from 2021-22 specifies the clear protocols for worker deletions.
2021-22 & AT FHo AfAH & et & AU vave fesia Afdse aar &

A job card can be deleted under the following situations: (a) when a household

permanently migrates, (b) the job card is found to be a duplicate, (c) it was issued
based on forged documents.

T g 18 Hefaiad afaal & gerr ST @hdr & () 99 Ush IRAR TARY §9
8 JeldeT T g, (b) Siie 1S 3feade arar e g, (c) I8 et SFarasil & 3MUR &
SR fohaT I T
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e If a Gram Panchayat is reclassified as a Municipal Corporation, all job cards in that
panchayat are deleted.

I7E Toh AH AT B TR o & &9 7 o gaffep v Srar g, ar 38 deraa

& g ST F1s ger U I 2
e The MGNREGA Management Information System (MIS) updates the deletions.
HAWM Gl FAAT JOmel (MIS) # §eIU 31T HAGT & IR H eIl AT HT S

gl
e In2021-22,1.49 crore workers were deleted, which surged to 5.53 crore in 2022-23,
resulting in a 247% increase.

2021-22 ¥ 1.49 F03 #fAw ge1v 7T, 51 2022-23 F 5.53 FAB & I, TT6H 247% Jgfar
el

. Ion the last four years, the names of 10.43 crore MGNREGA workers across India have
been deleted.

o IR aut &, IRT 9 F 10.43 TN HAWM HFAFR & 71 gew v

e« The surge in deletions in 2022-23 coincided with the period when the Union Government
made Aadhaar-based payment systems (ABPS) mandatory in MGNREGA.

2022-23 # gl T geff 39 AT A A @il § S g TWHR o HAW H 3TUR-
3T S[araTer worelt (ABPS) 1 Hferard faha|

e Aadhaar seeding with job cards was the first step for ABPS.
Iy WFar Siig FEt & AT ABPS & foIU Ugell hed AT|

e Senior officials relied on the percentage of workers whose Aadhaar had been seeded
with their job cards as a metric of compliance.

ates FRFNAT S 37 #fFF & gfawa W R Far S 3R 306 S F15 @
STST E3HT T, SiY e[aTelat I Hes Tl
e Inresponse to questions in the Lok Sabha on February 6, 2024, the Minister of

State for Rural Development, Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, explained that deletion is a
regular exercise.

AFHAT H 6 HIEN 2024 F1 IS AT HTell F Sard # AT e w7 7@, gredt
ot ST, & SarT & I8 g v Aafaa uthar g

e A paper published in Economic and Political Weekly showed how officials deleted job
cards without verification to increase ABPS compliance percentage.

FHIANAS US Ulfafedhd didhell H JhIId U 99 A fe@mr s & st o
HATI o {911 Sife @IS ger QU difeh ABPS 3fedrelal Gideid &G Hhl
e Deleting workers is akin to reducing the denominator to make the fraction bigger.

HTAFT FT AT 38 g FT G4 Ul o HAA ¢ lich 7eI0Tel T &1 Heb|

Methodology followed
IeTEIOT AT 7§ Frifafe

e The overall number of workers deleted in each State can be easily obtained from the
MIS but accessing the official reason in the MIS for such deletions is computationally
intense.
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B TSI AMIS T Fol SRS T HEAT AT & FITT & ST Fehell 8, olfehed MIS
H o f3elic hT 3T FRAFABN & HRON S TFAH AT IVEACHS & I FAfeol gl

e To investigate the reasons for deletions, statistical sampling was used. A random
sample of one block each in 21 States was taken for the last four financial years,
including the current one.

fSelereT & RO Fr T Fa & forv aifegdh dafelsr Fr 3uaer har am) 21
TSAH T g Ueh &l Uah selieh TordT 3T IR oo IR 3T ast &1 ser, 5as
gaAeT ay &Y enfAe &, T Rar |

e This yielded data from 1,914 villages.
Y 1,914 & F 3eT 9red g3l

¢ Inthe sample, more than 2.98 lakh workers were deleted, with nearly 1.65 lakh deleted
in 2022-23, and around 30,000 deleted in the last six months.

duer & 2.98 a@ FRIFAT Bellc fFT T, S8 T I 1.65 o Hdehdr 2022-23 H
f3elic fopr 91T, 3t Roo @8 #Hasr # 919797 30,000 f3efie v v

e Figure 1 shows the five states with maximum worker deletions in the sampled villages.
T 1 # gt 91w 9/ e, S 98 31fd diedr fSelie v arv )
e« In Madanpur block in Aurangabad district of Bihar, nearly 53,000 workers were

deleted. In Mayureshwar-I block in Birbhum district of West Bengal, around 32,000
workers were deleted.

feR & 3iRemae 9 & Aqaqu satd # Sser 53,000 ST fSelie fev |
afRes Sae & AT e F ATGRET-| sallF H o@1eT 32,000 Hdehd fSefie T

T

e There is noticeable intra-block variation in the number of workers deleted. For instance,
in Madanpur block, 4,877 workers were deleted in Dakshini Umanga village, while
only three were deleted in Shekhpur village.

SRS S SARIT HETT & sclieh & e 3 TISC AR g 3GV & T, AT
seltes H gfRroft 35e a1a 7 4,877 Hrdend fSelic fhT 1T, STafeh AW T & dhael il
FRISar Boiie T 1w

o The situation in West Bengal is different from other states, as no funds were released
for MGNREGA work from December 26, 2021, which led to no MGNREGA work
happening there since then.

qfead e # UMY 3T Tl @ 31T g, i 26 AT 2021 @ AT S &
mﬁémmaﬁﬁ?ﬁ,mwaﬁﬁaﬁaﬁéﬂmmaﬁ?ﬂl

e In the sampled block of West Bengal, the number of workers deleted jumped from 550
in 2021-22 to 31,861 in the next year.

gfReH S & TS scolich H HR-ASATT I FEAT 2021-22 H 550 T T 39T a¥
31,861 g 5|

o Of these, half were categorized as “Duplicate Applicant” while 10,446 workers were
deleted as “Non-existent in Panchayat.”

gTH A MY T “gfadhe IMdegasdr” & §9 H gaffehd fohar 1T, Siefeh 10,446
FISRAT FI “Tarad H Aedcader” & & # fBeiic fhar m|
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Job cards provide the legal guarantee to work at any time, and deleting workers' names
for "not willing to work™ denies the worker their legal right to work.

Sita 18 el off FAT 1A e FH Feg FRVER gaTeT X ¢, AR " wa fq
STOT & gl & HROUT HRIGASN & 1A Sl HET 306 Ffl JRVFER # Iecaed

gl

Nearly 1.90 lakh workers in the sample were deleted for "not willing to work," and this is
the main deletion reason in the MIS for all four years in the sample.

e F SETHET 1.90 AT FRIFAT "HIH Flal T 3TOT o glel” & HRUT Selle FU T,
IR FEMISH IRt a5t & fav geg BeliereT HROT g

Officially, nearly 20,000 workers who were deleted as "not willing to work" actually
worked or demanded work in the same financial year.

INfAFIRE FT B, TIMHIT 20,000 FRFAT fSiaTah ATH "FHIH It T 5TOT of gl F
FRUT Bellc [T 71T, 3 areag & 38 T a¥ &7 s Fe a5 F Hir AT i

Deletions often happen without the workers' knowledge and not through Gram Sabhas
as mandated by the Act.

fZNeT IFET FRIGARNT T FATRRT & foar 31 I gt & qAregd I a87 8,
S o sfafaad ganrr srfeard fmar arm

The official reason for deleting 1,500 workers in the sample is "Village becomes urban,"
but this reason should apply to all workers in a village if it becomes urban.

dqeT # 1,500 FRFATHT AT Bellc el BT ARG HROT § "INF UG & ST &,
Aferet e a1 A 81 ST ol I FHROT T FRSATIT I AT gl ARV

Sticking points

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Since the sample includes all deletions in the selected blocks, the trend is likely to be
reflective of the whole country, though proportions may fluctuate.

i dver A Tl scllerd & qel fSehema enfAer § a8 ygfr @ & & & o
"ehcll §, BTelifeh 3eqUTc & Scelid g1 Hebell &

Two points from the data are hard to believe. First, 71% of workers in the sample are
categorized as "not willing to work™" despite high rural unemployment.

ST ¥ oY foig favare ot & Hide &1 Tgel, el & 71% HRASAISNN Sl "HH S
STOT o gl & & H Feficped fohaT a1am §, Sielfeh ATHIOT SRS 32 &

The second point is that the government claims there is no connection between the
surge in deletions and making ABPS mandatory, although circumstantial evidence
suggests otherwise.

o foig 78 ¢ o aXepR o1 arar § b Bolieed & geftr &1 ABPS &I 3ifard a=iret
¥ HIg GY AL &, STl IRIEAIIS=g JA0r 58 fawlia &

The RTI response from MoRD indicates that despite listing deletion reasons in the MIS,
no verification or analysis has been conducted on them.
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MORD & 9Tt RTI 3t I Hebd Xl ¢ b MIS H TSNt RO T Fal deTret o
TS, 37 W HIs FeadeT a1 faeemor 7t fFar amr g

e Adhering to the verification processes and protocols outlined in the Act and Master
Circular is crucial to prevent arbitrary deletions.

Ffafaas iRk AR FFeR A UG deaae gishansit 3R Al & arelel HLer
HAAT TSR &l Ushad & AT Ageaqor gl

e Independent audits, regular reviews, involvement of Gram Sabhas, and efficient
grievance redress systems are necessary to reduce irregularities.

Tadd 3iifee, Aafaa geenT, amer gt fr ameier), 3t gerrdr Reaa [aror
YUl ATAATHTAIN T FH R & T 39T gl

e Training Gram Panchayats to conduct impartial inquiries and including worker
representatives in decision-making panels are needed.

ATH GOl & 98T S ey & fow giAfera aar 3 Avia-[aor 9o &
FRIGAT FfafAAT S AT AT 39T+ gl

o Public consultations and proactive measures to enhance transparency, accountability,
and fairness are vital to guarantee MGNREGA’s mandate of employment and social

justice. TSI WAL 3R IREIET, STaTacer 3R syerar se= & fow 3@
39T MGNREGA & TR 3 IS 7T & IR fir e & & fav
3TaTF gl
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Echoes of survival: how witness literature
confronts history’s darkest chapters

Writers such as Han Kang, Svetlana Alexievich, Shehan Karunatilaka, Raja Shehadeh, through their stories on popular uprisings, nuclear disasters,
civil wars, forced settlements, geopolitical tensions, ensure that voices of survivors and witnesses, individuals and communities, are not forgotten

|Essav I

K.S. Swati

ith her groundbreaking

win of the 2024 Nobel

Prize in Literature, Han

Kang has carved a unique
place in history as the first South Korean
and woman Asian writer of this esteemed
award. The Nobel Prize website lauds her
work for its “intense poetic prose that
confronts historical traumas and exposes
the fragility of human life,” a fitting
recognition of her unique voice in
contemporary literature.

In Human Acts (2014), translated into
English by Deborah Smith in 2016, Han
delves into the tragic events of the 1980
Gwangju Uprising, weaving together the
personal stories of survivors to show the
devastating impact of political violence.
By amplifying the voices of those affected,
she transforms individual suffering into a
collective narrative that resonates with
urgency and empathy.

Han’s writing is a prime example of
witness literature — a genre dedicated to
documenting the lived experiences of
those impacted by trauma and historical
violence. Witness literature not only
sheds light on the effects of war, disaster,
and systemic oppression but also fosters
empathy, compelling readers to confront
the stark realities of conflict and injustice.
It preserves crucial memories that might
otherwise fade, ensuring that the voices
of survivors are heard and acknowledged.
Through these narratives, witness
literature highlights the resilience of the
human spirit and invites reflection on the
broader socio-political contexts that
shape our world.

Collective trauma

Through his memoir, giving a first-person
account of the cruelty and barbarism
imposed on people in Nazi concentration
camps, Elie Wiesel’s Night (1956)

transports readers into the darkest
chapters of history. A memoir of his
teenage years spent in concentration
camps, Wiesel recounts his journey from
a quiet, devout Jewish community in
Hungary to the brutal existence in
Auschwitz and Buchenwald, where he
was stripped of his family, faith, and
childhood innocence.

Through his story, readers are drawn
into the raw horror of starvation, forced
labour, and the systematic
dehumanisation of people in the
Holocaust. Wiesel demands that we
remember, understand, and bear the
weight of this trauma.

Winning the Nobel Prize in Literature
in 2015, Svetlana Alexievich’s Voices from
Chernobyl (1997), translated from Russian
by Keith Gessen, stands as a powerful
exploration of historical and collective
trauma. The book opens with the
harrowing account of Lyudmilla
Ignatenko, the wife of a firefighter who
was among the first to respond to the
reactor explosion, capturing both her
personal grief and the excruciating toll
the disaster took on her husband.

Through such first-hand testimonies
from survivors, soldiers, and villagers,
Alexievich reveals the enduring impact of
the 1986 nuclear disaster, showing how
each individual’s suffering contributes to
alarger and shared trauma. Alexievich’s
work amplifies voices often marginalised
or forgotten, turning personal suffering
into a collective narrative that resonates
across generations.

Personal, political recollections
Shahid Amin’s Event, Metaphor, Memory:
Chauri Chaura, 1922-1992 (1995) explores
how collective memories and
recollections shape our understanding of
historical events. Focusing on the 1922
Chauri Chaura incident — where an angry
mob set a police station ablaze, leading to

the deaths of 23 policemen and causing
Gandhi to suspend the Non-Cooperation
Movement — Amin examines how this
event has been remembered,
reinterpreted, and symbolised across
generations.

He highlights how different groups,
from nationalists to local villagers, have
shaped and retold the story of Chauri
Chaura to serve varied social and political
narratives.

Through detailed oral histories,
archival research, and analysis of how
memories change over time, Amin reveals
how historical events are not fixed but are
continuously reimagined in public
memory. This suggests that history is not
merely about facts but also about how
events are remembered, retold, and used
to reflect present-day values, ideologies,
or identity.

Under the theme of personal is
political in witness literature, Shehan
Karunatilaka’s The Seven Moons of Maali
Almeida (2020) uses the journey of a
single character to reflect the larger issues
within a conflicted society. The novel
follows Maali Almeida, a war
photographer who, after his mysterious
murder, finds himself in a bureaucratic
afterlife where he has seven ‘moons’
(days) to solve his own murder and share
his photographs that expose the brutal
realities of Sri Lanka’s civil war.

As he navigates this supernatural
world, Maali reflects on his dangerous
career documenting war, violence, and
corruption—images he hoped would
someday hold the powerful accountable.

Through Maali’s life and death,
Karunatilaka paints that, in times of
conflict and oppression, individual
actions — whether in art, resistance or
mere survival — are deeply political. The
novel shows that personal stories are not
only affected by political forces but also
play a critical role in exposing,

challenging, and understanding those
forces.

Palestinian Walks: Forays into a
Vanishing Landscape (2007) by Raja
Shehadeh captures the complex layers of
loss — both environmental and cultural —
shaping the Palestinian experience.
Through his series of six walks over
nearly three decades, Shehadeh bears
witness to the physical transformation of
the West Bank, where trails, hills, and
ancient paths are reshaped, restricted, or
erased by settlement expansion,
geopolitical tensions and wars.

Each walk serves as a quiet testament
to the gradual disappearance of
landscapes that hold cultural and
historical significance for Palestinian
identity. The familiar paths he once
roamed freely become inaccessible,
altering not only the physical terrain but
also severing a spiritual and cultural bond
with the land. His descriptions of olive
groves, wadis, and ancient rock
formations create a vivid image of a place
slipping away, not only geographically but
symbolically, as the meaning of land and
identity is transformed by conflict.

Witness literature feels more urgent
than ever. By preserving the firsthand
accounts of people who have lived
through war, exile, political oppression,
or environmental crises, literature helps
safeguard truths that might otherwise be
lost or distorted. It does not just
document facts; it captures the raw,
human experience of suffering and
survival, inviting readers to connect
deeply with voices that might otherwise
go unheard.

In times of misinformation and
political upheaval, these stories prompt
us to confront our shared humanity,
serving as both a warning and a call for
accountability—urging us to learn from
history to shape a more compassionate,
just future.

Echoes of survival: how witness literature
confronts history’s darkest chapters

SAfed auar A e F@ Taw AT sfaew &
Fad U AT HT AT AT &

e Writers such as Han Kang, Svetlana Alexievich, Shehan Karunatilaka, and Raja
Shehadeh, through their stories on popular uprisings, nuclear disasters, civil wars,
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forced settlements, and geopolitical tensions, ensure that voices of survivors and
witnesses, individuals and communities, are not forgotten.

oTGH ST g1 HIET, FAAATAT HAFANAT, AgeT HSUNTAaaT, 3 AT AFAF, HTeiT
Fglfardl & AETH A S 9@ faelel, TRAT] 3Maersit, AR Jeut, Asisy afeddt,
3R ISR dardl W IR §, I8 gAY R § & walgaw 3R aml H
31arst, safed 3R HHEr, §[eliT o ST

e With her groundbreaking win of the 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature, Han Kang has

carved a unique place in history as the first South Korean and woman Asian writer of
this esteemed award.

AT UfGTaeh Sl & |1y 2024 # Wged & A [ERR, §1 FHET o g H Th
IEfANT TU J13T §, 98 Jgo afaror :IRITS 3R Afgen ofdang das § sl I8
gfafSed qRERR wred faar|

e The Nobel Prize website lauds her work for its “intense poetic prose that confronts
historical traumas and exposes the fragility of human life,” a fitting recognition of her
unique voice in contemporary literature.

AT [EFR ATHISE 3oTsh HIH TG HredcAS T & ToIv e § o
UfETen el T THAT AT § AR AT Siided HT ATefehel I 3SR HLcll 8"
g FHPTAI Hlfged H 3eTeh HGfadT TR I 3ugerd TR g

e In Human Acts (2014), translated into English by Deborah Smith in 2016, Han Kang

delves into the tragic events of the 1980 Gwangju Uprising, weaving together the
personal stories of survivors to show the devastating impact of political violence.

Human Acts (2014) &, fo& 3aRT 89 3 2016 # 3T A 3regaried foham, ger Fir
1980 % 7amars] fAgle & qu@e Teat & 7gUS ¥ 3N 8, orad Fagay &
ITFAINT FEIAAT Pl S Aolailicde 8T & AATR/SBRT FHG & g2ATdr &l

o By amplifying the voices of those affected, she transforms individual suffering into a
collective narrative that resonates with urgency and empathy.

g cafeaal 1 3MMaral S TG, 9§ ATFaeTd sl A Teh AHfeh HAT JA a5
el 8, St dTcentiolehal 3R FeTelelfad & a[aieh Bl

e Han’s writing is a prime example of witness literature — a genre dedicated to
documenting the lived experiences of those impacted by trauma and historical violence.

gel I AW IaTg WIeed FT Th YA 3eER0T & - Teh Aol ST 3o W9l & 3fegeral
F & A & fow FAEfT § S e IR faEfe e & s g

e Witness literature not only sheds light on the effects of war, disaster, and systemic
oppression but also fosters empathy, compelling readers to confront the stark realities of
conflict and injustice.

IaTg AMecd o Shael I, 3T 3R cTaEANIA Icdisel & FHE T AT STelaT g,
sfesh Teegelfa off Serar §, drowhl @I Fu¥ 3R 3T T HoR aedfdendisit H
T S & T 9Ra war B

e It preserves crucial memories that might otherwise fade, ensuring that the voices of
survivors are heard and acknowledged.
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Ig Ayl Il T FAIT AT § S 3T BrhT I3 Hevcll &, I8 FiATRead &
W%Hﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ@raldm ol ST 3R TR 1 S|

. Through these narratives, W|tness literature highlights the resilience of the human spirit
and invites reflection on the broader socio-political contexts that shape our world.

gl R & ATEIH F, TG AR AT AT T Todl B 39PR AT § 3R
GAR g1 1 TR S aTel SIS HATTSTR-STen e Hesif W e w &
a0 &ar &1

Collective trauma

qEfES AT

e Through his memoir, giving a first-person account of the cruelty and barbarism imposed
on people in Nazi concentration camps, Elie Wiesel’s Night (1956) transports readers
into the darkest chapters of history.

HYAT TcHASBAT & ATLTA A, S ATl Tawrrar AR 7 o6 ov a1 18 pear 3R
JOAT HT U Ugol cfFd & TPcahlor ¥ T@IAT g, Tell AT A Night (1956) Uraeht
sfierd & wa@ N et 7 o S g

e A memoir of his teenage years spent in concentration camps, Wiesel recounts his
journey from a quiet, devout Jewish community in Hungary to the brutal existence in
Auschwitz and Buchenwald, where he was stripped of his family, faith, and childhood
innocence.

THITaT fATRT & T 310 39er fRiRTaedr & aut T T 3TcAHT, e 39
AT T O HI §, ST Teh 2T, Tiaen Tgdr FHE & EI A Y glnd rerfagsr 3R
qeheraTes A PR IHdcd dF TG &, 6l 38 9l IRAR, favardr 3R sreaer $Hr
AATT & afd & fear =

e Through his story, readers are drawn into the raw horror of starvation, forced labor, and
the systematic dehumanisation of people in the Holocaust.

3eThT hETell & HEIH J, UIoeh A, AT HA 3N GIApiee 7 w1l & Jolleliaey
AT & Fed IHde & T Id gl

e Wiesel demands that we remember, understand, and bear the weight of this trauma.
A AT W & &7 3@ 3maTT F A H, gAST iR sHHT ST 3370

e Winning the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2015, Svetlana Alexievich’s Voices from

Chernobyl (1997), translated from Russian by Keith Gessen, stands as a powerful
exploration of historical and collective trauma.

2015 & WIfger A AT QEHR S dTell FAAAAT JdFsiiiad Hr Voices from
Chernobyl (1997), foi& i AT o1 & & 3rgariea fohar, Wag@s 3R amgies
3T T Teh ATFALATe 3avoT g

e The book opens with the harrowing account of Lyudmilla Ignatenko, the wife of a
firefighter who was among the first to respond to the reactor explosion, capturing both
her personal grief and the excruciating toll the disaster took on her husband.

Qe T BT AT Feareah! & el Egell Sol aTel WA A gl &, i Uk
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3AATHE T Tcair AT, S Rueer [JTwle & Ja9 # ged qs&qgiﬁzﬁ,wu's’
3eTeh TPl g@ 3N H 39T & HRUT 3eTeh Uil W IS HOR T I 2Tl g

Through such first-hand testimonies from survivors, soldiers, and villagers, Alexievich
reveals the enduring impact of the 1986 nuclear disaster, showing how each
individual’s suffering contributes to a larger and shared trauma.

U ggd Ifed & rarel, At 3R g & el & Aregd 4, AdTadT 1986 F
JIATI] 3HT9ET & TR TG 1 Jehe Il &, T8 fa@rd gu & &8 gcds cafea &
dIsT Ueh 93 3R IS 3Ed H IRE #Ar gl

Alexievich’s work amplifies voices often marginalized or forgotten, turning personal
suffering into a collective narrative that resonates across generations.

FAFNAT FT FTH 3FET FIAT T @A aTell AT ellS I TSl T SHRCT g,
fFAITT NS T Tk TR HAT 7 TGl & § S N T e ¥

Personal, political recollections

FfFderd, Ta-ifas I

Shahid Amin’s Event, Metaphor, Memory: Chauri Chaura, 1922-1992 (1995)
explores how collective memories and recollections shape our understanding of
historical events.

emgig 3r#T $r Event, Metaphor, Memory: Chauri Chaura, 1922-1992 (1995) Ig
STadT & foF &% dfed ag 3R recollections AR VfAgTiie €T3 &I THgE &
HHR v gl

Personal is Political in Witness Literature

TaTE difecd ¥ safFaara § v §
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Shehan Karunatilaka’s The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida (2020)
AT FUITAATHT $T & HFT HAH AT ATell HEHGT (2020)

Maali Almeida, a war photographer, finds himself in a bureaucratic afterlife with seven
‘moons’ (days) to solve his murder and expose Sri Lanka’s civil war.

ATl 3reAST, Ueh Jeof BISHITH, Teh JAATad eled & Uid 8, 'Sad 37 31960 gear
gorsl 3R Mol & I[E JaU F1 39NR A & fov qrd e () Fer &1

The novel reflects individual actions during conflict and oppression as deeply
political.

g 3UrE FuY 3R cHA F GHY AfFaera framsit @ e Terefas €9 F geiar g

Personal stories are affected by political forces and play a role in challenging and
understanding those forces.

SafFaera FRIAAT Aoreiifad arbal & Fefad giah & 31 3 arehdl &I ot & 3k
AR A fAHT el &
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Palestinian Walks: Forays into a Vanishing Landscape

TAENAIT I TG Bl IReRT H 9w

 Raja Shehadeh’s Palestinian Walks: Forays into a Vanishing Landscape (2007)
ST RS P dwATT aiFw: AT gld gReeT & gaer(2007)

e« Through six walks over nearly three decades, Shehadeh witnesses the transformation
of the West Bank, where settlement expansion, geopolitical tensions, and wars
reshape or erase ancient paths.

T dieT gl H Bg I3 F ATETA |, 2gcg IRGHT g€ & FIUMAIOT & I8 Seld]
g, STel aftadl #1 faFar, s-tereiifas aar, 3R geer ureiel TEdl @ T & 3R &
g a1 f&er ¢ gl

e The description of olive groves, wadis, and rock formations paints a picture of a place
slipping away due to conflict.

ST & T, anfeat, 3R Rrar st 1 avie 38 T i ofd g9 § S ey
% HROT AT & IET &

Witness Literature’s Importance
IAIE Aifgcd HT Aged

e Witness literature preserves firsthand accounts of people who have lived through war,
exile, political oppression, or environmental crises.

IATg A 3oT olall o Ugel 1Y F HeIeral ol W& Al ¢ Tologiel Iau, foratae,
ToTfas e, IT TATEONT Hhel &7 Fr=TT fohar gl

e These stories prompt us to confront our shared humanity, serving as a warning and a
call for accountability.

T Pl §H GART AIFT ATATAT FHI ATHAT Il & folT IRAT AT &, Tg Aaraeit
3R FaEeE & AT eI AT F FT H FH FAT B
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4 Mechanised Infantry battalions get
President’s Colours from Army chief

[PCs

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Four batallions of the Ar-
my’s Mechanised Infantry
were on Wednesday pre-
sented President’s Colours
by Army chief General
Upendra Dwivedi during a
ceremony at the Mechan-
ised Infantry Centre and
School, Ahilyanagar in
Maharashtra.

The President’s Colours
were awarded to the 26th
and 27th Battalions of Me-
chanised Infantry Regi-
ment and 20th and 22nd
Battalions of Brigade of
The Guards, marking a
proud moment for the
youngest battalions, the
Army said.

Addressing the ceremo-

Army chief General Upendra Dwivedi presents 'Veterans Achievers
Award' during a ceremony in Maharashtra on Wednesday. PTI

ny, General Dwivedi said
that since its inception in
1979, the Mechanised In-
fantry has distinguished it-
self as a modern and pro-
fessional force within the
Army, demonstrating ex-
ceptional courage, disci-
pline, and operational

proficiency in key opera-
tions such as Operation Vi-
jay and in UN peacekeep-
ing missions.

“Today, four battalions
of Mechanised Infantry are
being honoured with the
President’s Colours for
their exemplary service

and numerous achieve-
ments, including their con-
tributions to both combat
and peacetime opera-
tions,” the Army said in a
statement.

Originating from histori-
cal military traditions
where flags represented a
unit’s identity, the Presi-
dent’s Colours is one of the
highest honours awarded
to a military unit in the Ar-
my. Military Colours, while
now largely symbolic, con-
tinue to serve as a morale
booster among troops.

During the ceremony,
the Army chief also felici-
tated four Veteran Achiev-
ers for their contribution
towards the well-being of
the ex-servicemen fraterni-
ty and society.

4 Mechanised Infantry battalions get President’s
Colours from Army chief

4 HPATSSS Sothdl deifadal o1 AT Hie F Iseufa &

easr A

e Four battalions of the Army’s Mechanised Infantry were presented President’s
Colours by Army chief General Upendra Dwivedi during a ceremony at the
Mechanised Infantry Centre and School, Ahilyanagar in Maharashtra.

At F 4 Ferfagst F Usgufa F1 ear At NF Foawa I9ew gfaad) canT Adages
Feihdl WX AR T, RN, AR A T FARIE & AR S fahar ara|
e President’s Colours were awarded to the 26th and 27th Battalions of Mechanised

Infantry Regiment and 20th and 22nd Battalions of Brigade of The Guards, marking
a proud moment for the youngest battalions, the Army said.

Tseafa #1 easr 264t 3R 274 gerfagat # AFargss sahd Mo 31k 204t 31k 224t
Ferfagal #t 39l 3% g IsH 1 G7r 9/, S A serfodst & fow g #r 307
oT, 3HAT o FeTl

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

e General Dwivedi said that since its inception in 1979, the Mechanised Infantry has
distinguished itself as a modern and professional force within the Army,
demonstrating exceptional courage, discipline, and operational proficiency in key
operations such as Operation Vijay and in UN peacekeeping missions.

SR EfAAd T FgT 6 1979 F AU TUTAT & 1 ¥, AFAes bl of AT 3
T Iryfad 3R AT TTF T F I Ggu 918 8, o THG A= S
FroereT R 3R w@gFa g Aifa @t & FAURer A, I, 3R garareAs
g&TaT &1 Y fhar|

¢ Four battalions of Mechanised Infantry are being honoured with the President’s
Colours for their exemplary service and numerous achievements, including their
contributions to both combat and peacetime operations, the Army said in a statement.

HHAT & Th SAT H Fgl o AFegos 37 & IR Fefadall 1 3 egse qar 3N
%s IuCieudl & forw sgufar @1 easr fear o @r €, foree e 3R enfa Frefer
HRIEAT F 3o Aergre ot enfAe gl

e Originating from historical military traditions where flags represented a unit’s identity,

the President’s Colours is one of the highest honours awarded to a military unit in the
Army.

g Maerfe d=r W & Scuea g3 &, Sfel Lol U Ffele i gl &1 T
gl &, Iegafa &1 tasr AT H Teh Ao FAe 1 f&AT Silel aToll Fa@ 3eT FEFAT ¢

e Military Colours, while now largely symbolic, continue to serve as a morale booster
among troops.

V=7 eaa, grelifeh 39 q&T T ¥ Tlwens &, e o Afet 7 Aeiaa qgt & w7
H 1 W 2

e During the ceremony, the Army chief also felicitated four Veteran Achievers for their
contribution towards the well-being of the ex-servicemen fraternity and society.

ARG & g, 3t e & I g st wr wFmfad 6, Segis q@ dfast &
AT A FATST & Ho1$ H Qererer 2|
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Indian Army receives
logistics drones for
use in eastern sector

[GS Paper lll: internal Security |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Army has received Sa-
bal-20 logistics drones pro-
cured from EndureAir Sys-
tems for deployment in the
eastern sector, the compa-
ny announced on Wednes-
day.

In another develop-
ment, the Indian Institute
of Technology, Kanpur
(IIT-K), announced a major
advancement in stealth
technology by launching
the Metamaterial Surface
Cloaking System -
Analakshya.

Payload capacity
Sabal-20 is an electric un-
manned helicopter based
on variable pitch technolo-
gy, and capable of carrying
payloads of up to 20 kg, ac-
cording to EndureAir,
which was incubated at the
IITK in 2018. The tender
was issued around 2023-
end and the deliveries have
just begun.

Sabal-20 is engineered
to meet rigorous opera-
tional demands, support-
ing missions such as long-
range deliveries, high-alti-
tude operations, and
precision logistics, the
company said in a state-
ment. “Its advanced Verti-
cal Take-Off and Landing
(VTOL) technology enables
seamless operations in
confined and rugged ter-

and the deliveries have just begun.

Rl
The Sabal-20 logistics drone in
operation. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

rains, while its low RPM
design minimises noise
with a low aural signature,
enhancing stealth in sensi-
tive missions.”

The Analakshya MSCS is
the brainchild of Professor
Anantha Ramakrishna
from the Department of
Physics; Professor Kumar
Vaibhav Srivastava from
Department of Electrical
Engineering; and Professor
J. Ramkumar from Depart-
ment of Mechanical Engi-
neering, of the IT. They
developed it with a team of
students Gagandeep
Singh, Kajal Chowdhary,
and Abhinav Bhardwaj,
along with Ph.D. scholars,
the institute said.

By offering near-perfect
wave absorption across a
broad spectrum, the sys-
tem significantly enhances
the ability to counter SAR
imaging, and will also give
effective protection from
missiles that use radar gui-
dance, the statement said.
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Indian Army receives
logistics drones for use in
eastern sector

AT QT T qdt &7 A
39T & fav difsffesw
3T 9o §T

e The Army has received Sabal-20 logistics
drones procured from EndureAir Systems for
deployment in the eastern sector, the company
announced on Wednesday.

T o al-20 AfSTEeTFd 3T Ired 5T §,
o vgaRTaR Rverw @ gt a3 darch &
fAT @dier I g, el o gerar w1 sHeA!
gyor |

o Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur
(IIT-K) announced a major advancement in
stealth technology by launching the
Metamaterial Surface Cloaking System
(Analakshya).

AT AT FEATeT, FqR (IT-K) 2
oY TFATdlal & Ueh Ageaqol Fearfa hr
avor 6, ST AemdRTe ahw Fafer
Rcen (3raTaey) diea fRar =)

e  Sabal-20 is an electric unmanned helicopter
based on variable pitch technology, capable of
carrying payloads of up to 20 kg, according to

EndureAir, which was incubated at the 1IT-K in
2018.

FIA-20 Th e ATaRigd gellepreel g, it
INvear R aararst @ 3menia §, 31 20
fralae a& FT 9IS a8 el H TETH g, Tg
SR UgARTAT A &1 &, AT IT-K 3 2018 &

sm@tgaﬂ 7]

. The tender was issued around 2023-end

&8V 2023 & Ha H S fRam g o1 AR fEelalr 3 e & A Aw g5 &
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Sabal-20 is engineered to meet rigorous operational demands, supporting missions
such as long-range deliveries, high-altitude operations, and precision logistics.

HEA-20 HI FHOR HATelAlcHS AR A QU A & forw AR R arr g, s A=t
H FUIC FAT § S0 o - Aaror, 39§ ard a4, 3R g dffeieeaq|

Its advanced Vertical Take-Off and Landing (VTOL) technology enables seamless
operations in confined and rugged terrains, while its low RPM design minimizes noise
with a low aural signature, enhancing stealth in sensitive missions.

S 3oaid afewa Tw-3iw 3 Afsar (vToL) dwelidhr WA ik gfer &t & ware
F AT TATY &, STafeh TP HF RPM Basa & R &7 giar § 3R &7 eafas

TEAER giar &, gy dacaa fAar H € ey 1 Sear Hdar gl

The Analakshya MSCS is the brainchild of Professor Anantha Ramakrishna from the
Department of Physics, Professor Kumar Vaibhav Srivastava from Department of
Electrical Engineering, and Professor J. Ramkumar from Department of Mechanical
Engineering, of the lIIT-K.

HATAET MSCS NHAT YT IEFST (T fasmen), MiheR FAR S sareaq
(sAfFeener Sofaraiiar fasrmen), ik MFaT S IHFAR (iR SfAaRer faemn) qar
faepf@a foham arm &, IIT-K &

They developed it with a team of students Gagandeep Singh, Kajal Chowdhary, and
Abhinav Bhardwaj, along with Ph.D. scholars.

Seolel 38 Tl T fAE, Frerer G, 3 e AREas & Ty, @y & fuas
Tl & T@gdeT & faefaa feaml

The system offers near-perfect wave absorption across a broad spectrum, significantly

enhancing the ability to counter SAR imaging, and provides effective protection from
missiles that use radar guidance.

& UTTell fshe-atthere 9 FMYOT YeieT il &, Sl Toh faeqa Tdeea & SAR
SATIIT T FHeRITAT el 1 &TAT &I Forehl 8, 3R IBR MSSH AT ITJNT Al dTell
fRraTsel & JeTdY HRAT e R g

Vaishnaw favours stricter
laws for social media, OTT

I&B Minister urges parliamentary committee to take up issue soon; calling for societal consensus

on curbs, he says social media has become a space for uncontrolled expression, vulgar content

IGS Paper Il: Governance

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

nion Information

and Broadcasting

Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Wednesday
emphasised the need to
strengthen existing laws
governing social media
and OTT platforms, and
build a societal consensus
on the issue.

“We are living in the era
of social media and OTT
platforms. However, the
democratic institutions
and traditional forms of
the press that once relied
on editorial checks to en-

sure accountability and

correctness of content,
have seen these checks di-
minish over time,” the Mi-
nister said in reply to a
question in the Lok Sabha.

He said owing to the ab-
sence of such editorial

The cultural
sensitivities of
India vastly differ from
those of the regions
where these platforms
were created... Laws
must be made stricter
ASHWINI VAISHNAW

Union Minister

oversight, social media had
become a platform for
freedom of the press, but it
had also become a space
for uncontrolled expres-
sion, which often included
vulgar content.

He acknowledged the

distinct cultural differenc
es between India and the
geographies where the
platforms originated. “Thq
cultural sensitivities of In
dia vastly differ from thos
of the regions where thes«
platforms were created
This makes it imperativi
for India to make existing
laws stricter,” he said urg
ing everyone to come to :
consensus on this matter.
The Minister also urgec
the Parliamentary Stand
ing Committee to take uj
the issue as a priority
“There should be societa
consensus on it, along witl
stricter laws,” he said.
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Vaishnaw favours stricter laws for social media, OTT

grerer #fSam, NS F AT F3 FHE0 &1 FHST F]AQ
dsorq

Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Wednesday emphasised the need to strengthen existing laws
governing social media and OTT platforms, and build a societal
consensus on the issue.

A g 3R gERer #@f AREE dvora A guar F \verer #Aifzar ik
NS caewrEAt F AT Fe arar AlSEr FEEAl F gEe w6 AR 3w
HeE T AATF FgAfT Taa Y aegwhar 9 SN fm
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He stated, “We are living in the era of social media and OTT platforms. However, the
democratic institutions and traditional forms of the press that once relied on editorial
checks to ensure accountability and correctness of content, have seen these checks
diminish over time.”

Segier e, 5 wrere FTA iR A wrewH! F T F S @ & e, dndiw
Hemst 3R aRoRE o w6 A S e wEEh f SEed IR wdar gRRed we
& fOT GUEhT g W TR A, 379 7T & 1Y 37 Srar § HHAr 31 &7

The Minister said that due to the absence of such editorial oversight, social media had

become a platform for freedom of the press, but it had also become a space for
uncontrolled expression, which often included vulgar content.

A7 o Fgl & 50 dRg Hr AUIGHT [AIRTAT T FAT & HROT, @IS AT o7 Hr
TITIAT HT T HI §a1 AT §, AfheT T foam RIRa sif@caiFa &1 v Taer off s
Iar g, fSae 3R areelier |resi gl g

He acknowledged the distinct cultural differences between India and the geographies
where the platforms originated.

3egiel AR 3N 3 &A1 & i Fiepfas Mewrarst & Thwr fmar stgi 3 coews
3cYoo] §U |
He emphasized, “The cultural sensitivities of India vastly differ from those of the regions

where these platforms were created. This makes it imperative for India to make existing
laws stricter.”

3eglel SR T T, "R Y Aiepfareh Faearellerdrd 3-7 &7 & gl 3ferer § oigl J
CICHIA &ATC 91T F| SEIAT 9 & [T HlS[ar Flefel S T&d Follel AT g1"
The Minister urged everyone to come to a consensus on this matter.

AT o 37 ATAS 9 T T GEATS T FT 3EarT R
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e The Minister also urged the Parliamentary Standing Committee to take up the issue

as a priority.

&A1 o gae # TRl afRfa @ 50 Ao A TAASdr & T H 3o @ e |

e He concluded by saying, “There should be societal consensus on it, along with stricter

laws.”

3oglel 3 H gl "sH W AATSIF AT glail AT, A1 € F3 Fefet oY gl A0 "

7GS Paper lll: Environment |

Two cubs born to African
cheetah in Kuno found dead

Two cubs born to African cheetah Neerva were
found dead at the Kuno National Park in Sheopur
district of Madhya Pradesh on Wednesday, an
official said. When forest staffers monitoring the
movement of cheetahs got signals through radio
telemetry that Neerva was away from her den,
they rushed to the spot and found the mutilated
carcasses of the two cubs, he said. The samples
from the dead cubs were sent for examination to
ascertain the cause of death. The cubs were born
on Monday. All adult cheetahs and the rest of the
12 cubs at the Kuno park are healthy, the official
said. The count of cheetahs at the KNP was last
reported to be 24. en

Two cubs born to African
cheetah in Kuno found
dead

Fell 7 b e F a
AEF H T AT

. Two cubs born to African cheetah Neerva
were found dead at the Kuno National Park in
Sheopur district of Madhya Pradesh on
Wednesday, an official said.

IPTAT iT Flat & &Y AT JUAR I FaAr
TSI 3T H AT o & AR [T & 7

qTT I77, Teh TSR o Farar|

o When forest staff monitoring the movement
of cheetahs got signals through radio telemetry
that Neerva was away from her den, they rushed

to the spot and found the mutilated carcasses of the two cubs, he said.

S goT HIAGT A AT HT godell W Ao (WA o GRIeT AT ThAN & 7w @
Wﬁﬁﬁ??ﬁﬁ?ﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁé@iﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂ@ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%m%mﬁ

T YT, 3eaieT Tl

e The samples from the dead cubs were sent for examination to ascertain the cause of

death.

Hd ATahl & FHeAT I AT FT FROT A & T St & fow dem |

e The cubs were born on Monday.

g WIHAR & oed T

e All adult cheetahs and the rest of the 12 cubs at the Kuno park are healthy, the official

said.

ST gl fob ol arsh H Tl g A 3 qh & 12 AraF T&EY ¢
e The count of cheetahs at the Kuno National Park (KNP) was last reported to be 24.

Tl ASET 35T (KNP) H Hid &l Heam 24 RUIE &1 arg o
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ICC chief prosecutor seeks arrest warrant against
head of Myanmar military regime

FEAAN FET FAPATE F FEAR AT AT F THE
& @ PREAR are Y Axr A
ICC chief prosecutor seeks

arrest warrant against head
of Myanmar military regime

|GS PaEer Il: Rohingyas, ICC

THE HAGUE

The International Criminal
Court’s chief prosecutor
asked judges on Wednes-
day to issue an arrest war-
rant for the head of Myan-
mar’s military regime for
crimes committed against
the country’s Rohingya
Muslim minority.

Senior Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing, who took power
from elected leader Aung
San Suu Kyi in a coup in
2021, is accused of crimes
against humanity for the
deportation and persecu-
tion of the Rohingya.

Nearly a million people
were forced into neigh-
bouring Bangladesh to es-
cape what has been called
an ethnic cleansing cam-
paign involving mass
rapes, killings and the
torching of homes.

From a refugee camp in
Bangladesh, the court’s top
prosecutor, Karim Khan,
said in a statement that he
intends to request more
warrants for Myanmar’s
leaders soon.

“In doing so, we will be
demonstrating, together

)

Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing

with all of our partners,
that the Rohingya have not
been forgotten. That they,
like all people around the
world, are entitled to the
protection of the law,” the
British barrister said.

The allegations stem
from a counterinsurgency
campaign that Myanmar’s
military began in August
2017 in response to an in-
surgent attack.

Mr. Hlaing, who heads
the Myanmar Defence Ser-
vices, is said to have direct-
ed the armed forces of
Myanmar, known as the
Tatmadaw, as well as na-
tional police to attack Roh-
ingya civilians.

About 1 million of the
predominately =~ Muslim
Rohingya live in Bangla-

desh as refugees from
Myanmar, including about
7,40,000 who fled in 2017.

Rohingyas face wides-
pread discrimination in
Buddhist-majority Myan-
mar, with most denied citi-
zenship. Myanmar’s go-
vernment refuses to
recognise the Rohingya as
one of the country’s 135
lawful ethnic minorities.

Human rights groups
applauded the decision to
seek a warrant.

‘Critical moment’

Zin Mar Aung, Foreign Mi-
nister for Myanmar’s oppo-
sition National Unity Go-
vernment said on X that
ICC judges should “swiftly
issue the warrant” and that
governments should “act
and enforce this warrant to
uphold justice and interna-
tional law.” She posted that
the ICC action “represents
a critical moment in Myan-
mar history.”

Mr. Khan’s request now
goes to a panel of three
judges who will weigh the
evidence provided and de-
termine if a warrant should
be issued. There is no dea-
dline for a decision.

e The International Criminal Court’s
chief prosecutor asked judges on
Wednesday to issue an arrest
warrant for the head of Myanmar’s
military regime for crimes committed
against the country’s Rohingya
Muslim minority.

HAWTSET RIS T H
HET HNATF o qUar 1 =graredient
q HAR & A7 O & 999 &
& PRFT are SR e HT
3eRrer o, St <er & Afgear qivesw
HOUHETF & [WATH TRTT T gy
gl

e Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, who
took power from elected leader Aung
San Suu Kyi ina coup in 2021, is
accused of crimes against humanity
for the deportation and persecution of
the Rohingya.

2021 & 39T WA G F A T SN,
e & AT AR 3cdisa & fov
HAIAdT & Qe 39Tt 1 3R
gl

e Nearly a million people were forced

into neighboring Bangladesh to
escape what has been called an

ethnic cleansing campaign involving mass rapes, killings, and the torching of homes.

st U AT dller TSI anTeneer A Tele e S AT 'g'tr,arﬁ:a‘mm?ﬁtr
TEH1S AT & a9 T, TS0 AHAfgS TellchR, AT AR R &1 STellell AT AT

e From arefugee camp in Bangladesh, the court’s top prosecutor, Karim Khan, said in
a statement that he intends to request more warrants for Myanmar’s leaders soon.
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TR & TH Rt RAR™{T A, 3rerera & MY i, 7 @&, S v TuT A
FeT & a8 Mg & =AER & Aat & Qare 3R 3@ are i 79 HEn)

¢« “In doing so, we will be demonstrating, together with all of our partners, that the
Rohingya have not been forgotten. That they, like all people around the world, are
entitled to the protection of the law,” the British barrister said.

“$HN § g Yafdia w1, B welt aient & wry, Afear A 7t apamar = ) 9,
ST g o & Wl oler, FT Ay FRaw & a7 e g F w1l

e The allegations stem from a counterinsurgency campaign that Myanmar’s military
began in August 2017 in response to an insurgent attack.

Y INYT FEETH JAFIF T 3c0T gla &, 58 AR i a1 7 3/FT 2017 &
facifeal & gael & Sae & & |

e Mr. Hlaing, who heads the Myanmar Defence Services, is said to have directed the
armed forces of Myanmar, known as the Tatmadaw, as well as national police to attack
Rohingya civilians.

A EATZ, S FAAR 8T Ja13i & 97 8, 7 FAAR H TAE JeT, (G0 dererd Hal
ST 8, 3R T8 giod w1 Afgear anriet X gen s & der fear o

e About 1 million of the predominantly Muslim Rohingya live in Bangladesh as refugees
from Myanmar, including about 740,000 who fled in 2017.

orararer 1 fRforer g &9 @ AReaw AR =AR ¥ eronfiEt & §9 7 amerender 7
Ed &, ToTH TTeTHaT 740,000 19T 2017 F 19T 7T |

¢ Rohingyas face widespread discrimination in Buddhist-majority Myanmar, with most
denied citizenship.

ﬂﬁ?mﬁaﬁafx-ag?-r AR # 9 ASHTT T TTHAT FHT 9T &, fogad 3ifdeprer
T ATIRE T ¥ afad fRar Sirar B

e Myanmar’s government refuses to recognize the Rohingya as one of the country’s 135
lawful ethnic minorities.

FIAR DR ARFTAT T ST F 135 30 AT HeTqEIHI H T Th & & H Ugdlelal
¥ gAPR HAT gl

e Human rights groups applauded the decision to seek a warrant.
AAIASR FHEI o GRC N AT A & HA0TF H g $H
e Zin Mar Aung, Foreign Minister for Myanmar’s opposition National Unity Government,

said on X that ICC judges should “swiftly issue the warrant” and that governments
should “act and enforce this warrant to uphold justice and international law.”

AR Fr fGueh TOT vohdr TER $H1 Ay 74 o AR s X | FgT &
IMSHT el & “Seg aRe IR AT A1 3R WERT 1 “FRIGRT AT
TIET 3R FAF 3R HAASET Fefe $r W & AT $H aRS A A1) HLaT aIfgel”

e She posted that the ICC action “represents a critical moment in Myanmar history.”
3egiel dree fRam & 3mSER fr FErS “FIiER & sfAe 7 U Ageaqet &or o
yfafafica s 2

o Mr. Khan’s request now goes to a panel of three judges who will weigh the evidence
provided and determine if a warrant should be issued.
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Philippine
V-P slapped
with criminal
complaints

[PCs |

Associated Press
MANILA

Philippine police officials
on Wednesday filed crimi-
nal complaints against Vice
President Sara Duterte and
her security staft for alleg-
edly assaulting authorities
and disobeying orders in a
recent altercation in
Congress.

The criminal complaints
filed by the Quezon City
police were separate from
any legal action that may
arise after she publicly
threatened to have Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,
his wife and the speaker of
the House of Representa-
tives assassinated if she
were killed herself in an
unspecified plot.

A presidential adviser,
Larry Gadon, separately
filed a Supreme Court peti-
tion on Wednesday to dis-
bar the Vice President as a
lawyer, citing her assassi-
nation threats, which he
said were “illegal, immoral
and condemnable.”

The Marcos administra-
tion’s legal offensive
against Ms. Duterte, her
father and their allies is a
critical juncture in a con-
flict that has seethed over
the last two years between
the two most powerful fa-
milies in the Philippines.

Speaking in a news con-
ference, the Vice President
broadly denied and played
down the criminal com-
plaints, allegations and po-
tential lawsuits against her.
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A et T IR 379 et Fararetet & e & g Sreen, S
T fhT 91T FEl HT Hediohed it AR Tg 7T H &
aRe SR fRar ST arfge ar &

. There is no deadline for a decision.

Aot & fav w1 sifan fafr =& gl

Philippine V-P slapped with criminal
complaints

frelidia $ir smreeafa @ amfas
fRAed g

. Philippine police officials on Wednesday filed criminal
complaints against Vice President Sara Duterte and her
security staff for allegedly assaulting authorities and disobeying
orders in a recent altercation in Congress.

UAR @I fhelldel gfo 3wt o sursgafd FRr god
3N 37 G FAARET & W IRifts R aof
i, ST T H gl AT T & aRM IFFRA W g 3R
3MTCRIT Y gl el HT IRIT g

e  The criminal complaints filed by the Quezon City police
were separate from any legal action that may arise after she
publicly threatened to have President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,
his wife, and the speaker of the House of Representatives
assassinated if she were killed herself in an unspecified plot.

Fgorat faEr gfow ganT gof & a8 aTafUs R Rl
T el PRATS ¥ 3 A, ST 38 A 3cqe=1 & Fehell &
SI9 3eglel Adelioleh &0 ¥ Iesgufa BiEes Amfa Jfaw,
3oTehT Teait 3R gfafaf®r @sm & sreger & gcar $r awehr 4,
IR 3¢ TT TR 3regse @nforer & AR fe=r T

¢ A presidential adviser, Larry Gadon, separately filed a
Supreme Court petition on Wednesday to disbar the Vice
President as a lawyer, citing her assassination threats, which he

said were “illegal, immoral and condemnable.”

T Togufed HAEHR, oY TS & Jear &l Iwrsgufay & ahiel & &7 F eg Fa
& foT glier FE A o9 ¥ Al g 1, FHHT 3egiel 3T gear i uARRA FH
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e The Marcos administration’s legal offensive against Ms. Duterte, her father, and their
allies is a critical juncture in a conflict that has seethed over the last two years between
the two most powerful families in the Philippines.

AT TRATHT G@RT A goict, 3ofeh [ar AR 3% FgAft & el St
TP relldid & & ged AfFaemel aRart & T Rodar asf & o @ Fuy
% T HgcaqUT A'S 1 T ¢

e Speaking in a news conference, the Vice President broadly denied and played down the
criminal complaints, allegations, and potential lawsuits against her.

TF 98 Fihg F, IWIseufd F 39 Wemd 3maites Rt 3wt 33 ganfaa
HecHl @ SAUH T T FhRT AR 3¢ HH Hlch 37|

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




Contact Number: 9971932488

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

New moiré superconductor opens
the door to new quantum materials

Scientists have found that moiré materials made from semiconductor materials can also be superconducting, a property once considered to be

exclusive to graphene: exploring why semiconductor moiré materials behave differently is key to advancing understanding of quantum materials

Tejasri Gururaj

cientists are constantly

engineering new materials that

exhibit exotic properties. Moiré

materials, in particular, are
deceptively simple.

Take a material made of a single type of
atom, like a block of graphite. Slice off a
thin layer from the top so that you have a
two-dimensional sheet of carbon atoms
bonded together (graphene). Place one
sheet on top of another. Finally, twist the
top sheet by a small angle. You now have
a moiré material.

These materials have unusual
electronic and quantum properties. The
one made of graphene has even been
found to be a superconductor.

In a recent study in Nature, scientists
reported that moiré materials made from
semiconductor materials can also be
superconducting, a property once
considered to be exclusive to the
graphene system.

Exploring why semiconductor moiré
materials behave differently from
graphene in terms of superconductivity is
key to advancing our understanding of
quantum materials. This in turn can pave
the way for new materials with more
unusual properties — and unusual
applications.

The moiré pattern

The researchers explored
superconductivity in twisted bilayer
tungsten diselenide (tWSe2), a moiré
material created by stacking two layers of
tungsten diselenide, a semiconductor,
and rotating one layer by a small angle.

Even though the two layers of a moiré
material have the same arrangement of
atoms, the misalignment caused by the
small twist produces a completely
different pattern when seen from the top
(see image above). This is called the moiré
pattern.

In moiré materials, the moiré pattern
gives rise to new behaviours that are not
present in the individual 2D materials
alone. This is because the twist leads to
the formation of flat bands in the
electronic structure of the material.

Flat bands to superconductivity

The electronic structure of a material
describes how electrons in the material
behave. The energy bands are a way to
visualise the energy the electrons possess
and how fast they move within the
material.

Imagine the energy bands to be a
ladder: each step (or band) represents the
range of energies an electron can have. As
you go up the ladder, the electron

sesses more and more energy and
momentum, meaning it will move faster.

A flat band means that the energy
values of the electrons across the ladder
are nearly constant, creating a flat region
within the band. In this scenario, all the
electrons have the same energy, unlike in
typical materials where the energy levels
are spread out over a range.

Also in typical materials, electrons gain
or lose kinetic energy when they move
across different energy levels, which
affects their speed and momentum. But in
moiré materials, because the bands are
flat, the electrons experience very little
variation in energy.

As a result, the electrons move slowly
and are said to be heavy. These
slower-moving electrons are more likely
to interact with each other, creating
strong electron-electron interactions that

Website: patrioticias.in

is twisted by a small angle. JEAN-NO (CC BY-SA4.0)

aren’t seen in typical materials.

These interactions can lead to the
formation of Cooper pairs, where two
electrons pair up across a short distance
and move around as a single unit. This
pairing is central to the phenomenon of
superconductivity. (Leon Cooper, for
whom the pairs are named, passed away
on October 23.)

Their coordinated movement helps
them avoid scattering, a process where
electrons collide with atoms or impurities
in the material and deviate from their
path, causing electrical resistance. On the
other hand, Cooper pairs can travel
through the material without scattering,
leading to zero resistance and energy loss,
and thus superconductivity.

The devil in the twist
The researchers used tWSe: with a twist
angle of 3.65° to form a moiré material.

Then they examined how the electrons
behaved when the material’s electronic
states were half-filled, a configuration
strongly associated with
superconductivity in moiré materials.
(These states refer to the steps on the
energy ladder: each state can
accommodate a fixed number of
electrons.)

They also examined the behaviour of
the electrons when the energy gap
between the sublattices within the
material is small, since this influences the
superconducting properties. Sublattices
are smaller grids of groups of atoms
within the material.

Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticlAS
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As this example of screen-printing shows, a moiré pattern emerges when two layers, one with red circles and one with black circles, are overlaid and one layer

In typical materials, electrons
gain or lose kinetic energy when
they move across different

enel levels, which affects
their speed and momentum.

But in moiré materials the

electrons experience very
little variation in energy

The researchers found that tWSe: was a
robust conductor with a transition
temperature of around -272.93° C. The
transition temperature is the critical value
below which a material enters the
superconducting state, exhibiting zero
electrical resistance.

The temperature observed is on par
with those found in high-temperature
superconductors. Conventional
superconductors transition at around
-250°C.

The superconductivity in tWSe: occurs
precisely when the electronic states are
half-filled. The team also found that the
moiré material could transition to an
insulating (non-conducting) state by
altering the electronic properties of the
material.

The material had a coherence length
about 10 times longer than other moiré
materials, meaning that its
superconducting state is not fragile.

The study also revealed that
superconductivity in the moiré material
occurred only in certain regions,
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determined by the filling of the electronic
states. In its non-superconducting state,
tWSe:z had the properties of a strongly
correlated metal, where the strong
electron interactions play a pivotal role in
determining the material’s overall
behaviour.

Stability in unity

Previous research with tWSez has shown
potential superconducting states, but it
was unstable when researchers cycled it
between room temperature and the
transition temperature. The material
couldn’t maintain its superconducting
properties because it was unstable.

According to the new study, tWSe:
actually has a robust superconducting
state — and one that’s different from how
the property emerges in graphene-based
moiré materials. For tWSez,
superconductivity is driven by
electron-electron interactions and
half-band filling, while graphene-based
systems depend on flat bands and
electron-lattice interactions.

As a result, while graphene-based
systems become superconducting at
higher temperatures, tWSez is more
stable. This study creates a new avenue to
explore superconductivity in
semiconductor-based systems. It also
offers valuable insights into the material’s
electronic structure changes when its 2D
layers are twisted.

(Tejasri Gururaj is a freelance science
writer and journalist with a master’s degree
in physics. tejasrigururaj@gmail.com)
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New moiré superconductor opens the door to new
guantum materials

TIT AT YFHSF oI§ FACH A F @
@erar &

Scientists have found that moiré materials made from semiconductor
materials can also be superconducting, a property once considered to
be exclusive to graphene.

denfaswl o 9rar @ fF Moiré wmelt, it @efidsaey g ¥ a=ht il 2,
gRFsFET ot g whdll ¢, IE o1 T ggd Faer IhT aF WA
HATAT SITT AT|

e Exploring why semiconductor moiré materials behave differently is key to advancing
understanding of quantum materials.

Ig 9dT o9 b Qelehsared Hoiré FIHA 37T FAT TIgR Rl ¢, FaieH T Hi
FHST & 3T 9o & T Agea ol gl

Scientists are constantly engineering new materials that exhibit exotic
properties.

defas demaR @8 @t #1 faafr w3 @ & S el ot et
Tt &
e Moiré materials are deceptively simple.
moiré AHA T & Sg AUROT gl ¢
e Take a material made of a single type of atom, like a block of graphite. Slice off a thin

layer from the top so that you have a two-dimensional sheet of carbon atoms bonded
together (graphene).

Teh YTATI] & Ueh YehR & &l AT of, S o APTSE 1 Teh selleh| FH & Teh Tefoll
W HIE o difeh I I FleeT AT T Teh SfI-3MITHAT 3HTEROT 81 S 3m9d &
I3 §U & (AHeD)|

e Place one sheet on top of another. Finally, twist the top sheet by a small angle. You now
have a moiré material.

Teh TR & GEY W & I W 3 &, U &1 W HT AIST AT GAT of| 39 9
9T e Hoiré WA B
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These materials have unusual electronic and quantum properties.

3T EEAIAT # FAART FATei=E 3R FaeA 0T N B

The one made of graphene has even been found to be a superconductor.

S AR T §, 95 3 gIEHSFR IS S

In a recent study in Nature, scientists reported that moiré materials made from
semiconductor materials can also be superconducting, a property once considered
to be exclusive to the graphene system.

dR A giforr g A, dafae & Rae fhar o adfiesaex amai @ &0 Aoiré
|t off UIhsTFET &1 Thchl &, Tg 0T A ggel ABT Jurelt deh WIAT HAT S

am|

Exploring why semiconductor moiré materials behave differently from graphene in
terms of superconductivity is key to advancing our understanding of quantum
materials.

Ig Il oIl o fefishssFed moiré WA GuehsiFefad & Amrer & e & 39T
I SYIER AT §, FAN FAEH WHA HT FAST & 3@ To & fov Ageaqot gl

This can pave the way for new materials with more unusual properties — and unusual
applications.

88 AT yerdl & U ARt gered g Feohell § TS 31T8eh 3meer 3707 3R AT
TN 81|

The moiré pattern

Hoiré dear

The researchers explored superconductivity in twisted bilayer tungsten diselenide
(tWSe2), a moiré material created by stacking two layers of tungsten diselenide, a
semiconductor, and rotating one layer by a small angle.

MERATIHT =¥ AT EIHT GfaTRIT T3 BAAES (tWSe2) # grFsiFefady Hr S
1, Sl &t BRAATES AT & Wl F Th AT S5t 3R Teh R & AUTST GAT HT
TATS ST &, TJ§ U AHRsFT &

Even though the two layers of a moiré material have the same arrangement of atoms,
the misalignment caused by the small twist produces a completely different pattern when
seen from the top. This is called the moiré pattern.

glelifeh, Teh Hoiré WA T & TRl & GATIT FT Teh SHAT Fa=ard gl &, Afhet Bl
gAIT & $HROT ST IFHASA Il §, 96 IH & WA W Toh U e & 3ol deol
Yool T &1 30 Hoiré Yeat Fgr Jar &l

In moiré materials, the moiré pattern gives rise to new behaviours that
are not present in the individual 2D materials alone.
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Hoiré ATRAY &, Aoiré Yeef AT <TagRT Y A a1 & ST FHad
afFdera 2D it & 1t @ &

The twist leads to the formation of flat bands in the electronic structure of the material.

AT E3MT frAToT el fr seleci@e T H Foe d5@ & AATOT &1 FROT Fo1aT gl

Flat bands to superconductivity

Foe 437 & grwsfFelad o+

Website: patrioticias.in
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The electronic structure of a material describes how electrons in the material behave.
Ry TRl fr sdeeiae TITAT I IdTdl § fh 39 Tl 7 gdFeld hd cTagR
X gl

The energy bands are a way to visualize the energy the electrons possess and how
fast they move within the material.

Fat 350 T5 3@ & TS Al ¢ F sowei & 9w fhdel FeTd 3R § aneh &
MR hde STedr gora &

Imagine the energy bands to be a ladder: each step (or band) represents the range of
energies an electron can have.

Foll 338 FT TH AN F FT H FoUaT FL: Tcddh HeH (IT §3) 3T sFeld  IId gt
arell Foll &7 AT F1 wfafafca sear &1

A flat band means that the energy values of the electrons across the ladder are nearly
constant, creating a flat region within the band.

T Fole d3 F7 #Adca § fF AT 7 sdaeie & ST AT oRreTeT A gid &, ey &3

F Te gue &8F g Bl

In typical materials, electrons gain or lose kinetic energy when they move across
different energy levels, affecting their speed and momentum.

AT AT, gAFei e I TRl & T god THT Afa Fa 9od Fd &
Ir @l e g, a3t a1fd 3R Fae9r gaifad g gl

But in moiré materials, because the bands are flat, the electrons experience very little
variation in energy.

AfheT Hoiré AT &, Fifh S50 Folc 81T &, FAFEIST HI Foll & qgd A Faerd
3IHT g

As a result, the electrons move slowly and are said to be heavy.
IRUTHTIEY, Faiael IR-U4R Tord § 3R 3¢ sy Fgr S g

These slower-moving electrons are more likely to interact with each other, creating
strong electron-electron interactions that aren’t seen in typical materials.

T - Telel arel gl 39 # 3F oG ad g, [9ad ASed saiaele-
FAFCIT SCIUFAT 3o Bl & off AT AHIAT H AT QT AT |
These interactions can lead to the formation of Cooper pairs, where two electrons pair

up across a short distance and move around as a single unit. This pairing is central to
the phenomenon of superconductivity.
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¥ R FR AT & AATor Hr 3T o ST FHA §, STET A serFerT U BI gl
W SIsd § AR T Tehel 1S & T & AT §| TE SISl JIThsiaeiad! I gea &
fow &dr gl

Cooper pairs can travel through the material without scattering, leading to zero
resistance and energy loss, and thus superconductivity.

TR AT AN & AeIH § S fa@y amn

The devil in the twist

gATT & A
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The researchers used tWSe2 with a twist angle of 3.65° to form a moiré material.

MU = tWSe2 &I 3YANT 3.65° F GAT HIVT & TTY AR WA g7 o fow
|

Then they examined how the electrons behaved when the material’s electronic states
were half-filled, a configuration strongly associated with superconductivity in moiré
materials.

Y 3ogisr I8 AT o gaeela A STGER A & oI AT FT gaFelias HaEdv
et o7 @il €, S AT wel F grasEeRA A Toar & o @ §
o These states refer to the steps on the energy ladder: each state can
accommodate a fixed number of electrons.

T ATV FolT HEY TR HEAT FT TG ol &: I NaTAT H gaiaelal
fafaa wear gAfRa & aohdr &

They also examined the behavior of the electrons when the energy gap between the
sublattices within the material is small, since this influences the superconducting
properties.

3ogiel g oY ST [ SoFeldl T c¥dgR a9 $HET gidT & o9 THIT H Heolfedd &
oI FT AT BT IaT §, Fifeh SHeT guR&siaed oI I THIT ISl ¢
o Sublattices are smaller grids of groups of atoms within the material.
e feqw Tl & e Iopat F wHgi & o s g g

The researchers found that tWSe2 was a robust conductor with a transition
temperature of around —272.93°C.

AT & 9T foh tWSe2 Teh HSIG dTeleh AT ToTEa WHHOT ATTATST oTIT37eT —

272.93°C 41|

o The transition temperature is the critical value below which a material enters the
superconducting state, exhibiting zero electrical resistance.

7 yaer e ¢, e e Rega afoe g 2

The temperature observed is on par with those found in high-temperature
superconductors.

T oAt 3T aATT 9T JUIHsFEH H IIT Sl dlel d9AT & FA g




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

o Conventional superconductors transition at around —250°C.
URIR GIRehsFEH ST —250°C T HAHAUT FHId 8|
The superconductivity in tWSe2 occurs precisely when the electronic states are half-
filled.
tWSe2 # FuesiFefddl ad gicl & id saaciiaie FaEYTe 3rem oy g g
The team also found that the moiré material could transition to an insulating (non-
conducting) state by altering the electronic properties of the material.

&e & g7 o urn fo AT werelt B seqateer (R-ares) Rufa d aRafda frar s
ST &, 9 AHEIA & g o 7 dgena fBFar e g

The material had a coherence length about 10 times longer than other moiré
materials, meaning that its superconducting state is not fragile.

THA 1 FIH TS 3T AR FATIGT F 978797 10 T[T ot oY, 5T Hclolel § 6
gl guishsiFedr fEufd AR =gl &

The study also revealed that superconductivity in the moiré material occurred only in
certain regions, determined by the filling of the electronic states.

AT o Ig o gorrar fhar T AT Al # gueasiFefadt dao F aE g
g, i gAFCiee AAEAT3T &Y $RT§ carT AUTRT gl B

In its non-superconducting state, tWSe2 had the properties of a strongly correlated
metal, where the strong electron interactions play a pivotal role in determining the
material’s overall behavior.

3e I-geRaFsiFea fPufa &, twSe2 # #Asqa ¥ & Wafda a1qg & 0T A, @7 Asiqd
FoFCIaed ST GIHAT & FHIY qdeR & ARG e d Fia qfAer fFsma
gl

Stability in unity
THdl A FuRar
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Previous research with tWSe2 has shown potential superconducting states, but it was
unstable when researchers cycled it between room temperature and the transition
temperature.

tWSe2 W qd & oMel o Henfada guehsfacer sraeard fRwrs off, s g5 3ifer o
S AMYHRABT o TH FAY F dATGAT iR FHAV YA & T dfehd R

o The material couldn’t maintain its superconducting properties because it was
unstable.
A 30N GRFSTFET U &l F=A0 76T @ FhT Fhih Ig HEU A
According to the new study, tWSe2 actually has a robust superconducting state —

and one that’s different from how the property emerges in graphene-based moiré
materials.

I8 HEATA & AR, tWSe2 H aFad H Ueh Aorqa gaeasiaean fufad — 3 7z
&ty Iefrer-3mena AR FrAfAt & 7707 @ 3R § 389G 39T g
o FortWSe2, superconductivity is driven by electron-electron interactions and
half-band filling, while graphene-based systems depend on flat bands and
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electron-lattice interactions.

tWSe2 & fov, geRehsiaeiad! gaaela-gaacia SeIuaer iR AruT-d3 78 o
aRd gidr &, STafe Ih-3maRa Rved gaaa 43 31K sage-dfed v
W R aa B

e As aresult, while graphene-based systems become superconducting at higher
temperatures, tWSe2 is more stable.

tWSe2 318 f&r ¢

e This study creates a new avenue to explore superconductivity in semiconductor-
based systems.

I AT YAIFsF-3muRa RveAl d gREsFeRd &1 aier & fow w31 amen

3cesT T &l
o It also offers valuable insights into the material’s electronic structure changes when its
2D layers are twisted.

IE WA & gogelias wvaar aRadst & 3 FAegdrer efReHIor et T § o
g8 2D 9 ST gl 2
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Greenpeace activists hold placards against plastic
production in Busan on Monday. AFP

A primer on
plastic
pollution

treaty talks
IGS Paper Ill: S&T |

A last round of negotiations on a legally
binding treaty to address the global
scourge of plastic pollution has opened in
Busan, South Korea. National delegations
still have a lot to hammer out before there
is a treaty. Most contentious is whether
there will be a limit on the amount of
plastic that companies are allowed to
produce.

Led by Norway and Rwanda, 66
countries plus the European Union say
they want to address the total plastic on
Earth by controlling plastic design,
production, consumption and what
happens at the end of its life.

Some plastic-producing and oil and gas
countries, including Saudi Arabia,
vigorously oppose such limits.

Global plastics production is set to
reach 736 million tons by 2040, up 70%
from 2020, without policy changes,
according to the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and
Development. Negotiators must also
decide whether the treaty will reduce or
eliminate single-use plastics. They’ll have
to resolve whether to end the use of

Industry leaders want a deal that
prevents plastic pollution by
redesigning plastics to be reused,
recycled, and remade into

new products, keeping the
materials in circulation

Ielegram cnannel: nups:/t.me/patrioticlAS
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hazardous chemicals in plastics and
whether these steps will be mandated or
merely encouraged. There are some
things many countries agree on. They
want provisions in a treaty to promote the
redesign of plastic products so they can
be recycled and reused. They want to
invest to better manage plastic waste.
They want to increase recycling rates and
help waste pickers transition to safer jobs.
They agree there needs to be a
mechanism to help countries pay for
anything required of them.

Graham Forbes, who is leading a
Greenpeace delegation in Busan, said his
group could support an agreement that
puts sensible guardrails in place to reduce
the amount of plastic produced,
eliminates toxic chemicals and protects
people from the uncontrolled use of
plastics. That’s achievable, but will take
political leadership and courage not seen
yet in earlier negotiations, he added.

Frankie Orona, executive director of
the Texas-based Society of Native Nations,
said they demand a treaty that tackles the
root causes of the crisis rather than just
managing plastic waste.

“We must seize this moment and leave
a legacy we can be proud of, with a
non-toxic sustainable future for all
children and our children’s children,” he
said. Industry leaders want an agreement
that prevents plastic pollution by
redesigning plastics to be reused, recycled
and remade into new products. They say
this will keep the materials in circulation
and out of the environment.

Company executives said they’ll
support a treaty that recognizes plastics’
benefits to society, while ending
pollution. “I would hate to miss this
opportunity because we get fixated on
issues that divide us rather than unite us
in this purpose of ultimately addressing
the issue of plastic pollution,” said Steve
Prusak, president and CEO of Chevron
Phillips Chemical Company. “It’s a really
critical time. We’re really hopeful that
what we get out of the meetings will lead
to practical, implementable policies and
harmonization across the globe.”
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A primer on plastic pollution treaty talks
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A last round of negotiations on a legally binding treaty to address the global scourge of
plastic pollution has opened in Busan, South Korea.
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National delegations still have a lot to hammer out before there is a treaty.
TG gfafafaAse 1 af § gge 9gd @ Al | AR T a=h gl

Most contentious is whether there will be a limit on the amount of plastic that
companies are allowed to produce.

qa¥ faarerede a5 § o &1 Hufadl B 3cres & v sepAfa e are carfes
AT 9 AT Een|

Led by Norway and Rwanda, 66 countries plus the European Union say they want to
address the total plastic on Earth by controlling plastic design, production,
consumption and what happens at the end of its life.
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Some plastic-producing and oil and gas countries, including Saudi Arabia,
vigorously oppose such limits.
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Global plastics production is set to reach 736 million tons by 2040, up 70% from

2020, without policy changes, according to the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development.
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Negotiators must also decide whether the treaty will reduce or eliminate single-use
plastics.
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They’ll have to resolve whether to end the use of hazardous chemicals in plastics and
whether these steps will be mandated or merely encouraged.
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There are some things many countries agree on. They want provisions in a treaty to
promote the redesign of plastic products so they can be recycled and reused.
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e They want to invest to better manage plastic waste.
q cIfed FAX & gk JauT & v fFaer s aga £

e They wanttoincrease recycling rates and help waste pickers transition to safer jobs.
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e They agree there needs to be a mechanism to help countries pay for anything
required of them.
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¢ Graham Forbes, who is leading a Greenpeace delegation in Busan, said his group
could support an agreement that puts sensible guardrails in place to reduce the
amount of plastic produced, eliminates toxic chemicals and protects people from
uncontrolled use of plastics.
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e That's achievable, but will take political leadership and courage not seen yet in earlier
negotiations, he added.

g TG &, Afeet 3% forw toehifa® Aqed 3R ad & 3maeasdar giel, St ager @
grant & J& Tus = o, 3 e
e« Frankie Orona, executive director of the Texas-based Society of Native Nations, said

they demand a treaty that tackles the root causes of the crisis rather than just
managing plastic waste.
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o “We must seize this moment and leave a legacy we can be proud of, with a non-toxic
sustainable future for all children and our children’s children,” he said.
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e Industry leaders want an agreement that prevents plastic pollution by redesigning
plastics to be reused, recycled and remade into new products.
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e They say this will keep the materials in circulation and out of the environment.
T Fgd ¢ T 3O A AT IRTTROT H @1 e 3R gAaR0T § S @M SIea|

o Company executives said they’ll support a treaty that recognizes plastics’ benefits to
society, while ending pollution.
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e “l would hate to miss this opportunity because we get fixated on issues that divide us
rather than unite us in this purpose of ultimately addressing the issue of plastic
pollution,” said Steve Prusak, president and CEO of Chevron Phillips Chemical
Company.
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e “It's a really critical time. We’re really hopeful that what we get out of the meetings will
lead to practical, implementable policies and harmonization across the globe.”
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